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M^U of ittoA^ ^»lm& mH ^vmAtntt ^ImUiiom, 



Skchetary of State's Office, ) 

Providence, December 31, 1877. ) 

To the ILmordble the General AnserrMy : 

The Tweuty-Fourtb Annuiil Report upon the Registration of Births, Mar- 
riages and Deaths in Rhode; Ish\nd is herewith presented. The report has been 
prepared by Dr. Edwin M. Snow, and contains the vital statistics for the year 
ending December JU, 1876, with the usual and some additional recapitulatory 
Tables and comments. 

The number of Births reported in Rhode Island, for the year 1876, was 6,320; 
of Marriages, 3,253; and of Deaths, 4,116. The births were 179 kss, the mar- 
riages 232 letts, and the deaths 201 letM than in 1875. The proportions of births, 
marriages and deaths, in 1876, to the population of Rhode Island, by the census 
of 1875, were: One birth in 40.8, or 24.51 in each 1,000; one person married in 
57.3, or 17.45 in each 1,000; and one death in 62.7, or 15.9 in each 1,000. 

The returns of Divorces in the State, in 1876, are included in the Report, with 
comments. The number of divorces in that year was 254, or 27 more than in 
1875. In the whole State, for the year, there was one divorce to each 11.5 mar- 
riages. In Washington county there were only 8.8 marriages to one divorce. 

Circulars, with special notes, have recently been sent to each Town Clerk in 
the State, calling attention to the defects in the returns, with the view of obtain- 
ing more complete and perfect returns for the year 1877. 

JOSHUA M. ADDEMAN, 

Secretary of State. 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1870. 
Arranged by Months, Sexss, and Divisions oftfte State. 









DIVISIONS OF THB STATE. 


MONTHS. 


SEX. 




& 




1. 




1 


g 


1 






i 


1 


1 


i 

1 


S 


r 


1 


1 


January ... 


Males 


260 


13 


15 


3 


11 


Ob 


108 


14 




Females. . 


329 


10 


11 


3 


11 


TO 


104 


13 




Total.... 


489 


23 


36 


6 


33 


174 


212 


20 


Febraary . . . 


Males 


273 


14 


13 


7 


31 


103 


99 


17 




Females. . 


357 


6 


li 


4 


33 


05 


98 


17 




Total. . . . 


530 


20 


36 


11 


44 


108 


197 


34 


March 


Males 


250 


12 


16 


3 


11 


77 


120 


11 




Females. . 


355 


7 


17 


3 


10 


7.5 


130 


13 




Total.... 


505 


19 


33 


6 


31 


152 


250 


24 


April 


Males 


249 


11 


18 


4 


14 


83 


98 


21 




Females. . 


231 


8 


15 


3 


14 


80 


ini; 11 




Total.... 


480 


19 


33 





28 


163 


100 


32 


May 


Males 


256 


14 


19 


4 


15 


88 


97 


19 




Females. . 


243 


12 


28 


3 


10 


81 


80 


2.3 




Total.... 


499 


26 


47 


7 


25 


160 


183 


43 


June..:.... 


Males 


276 


8 


16 


3 


7 


109 


113 


31 




Females. . 


241 


9 


17 


3 


13 


80 


107 


12 




Total.... 


517 


17 


33 


5 


30 


180 


220 


33 


July 


Males 


377 


12 


20 


r. 


17 


100 


110 


11 




Females. . 


272 


10 


16 


5 


20 


93 


110 


18 




Total.... 


549 


33 


36 


12 


37 


193 


220 


29 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1876.— Continued. 









DIVISIONS OF THB STATB. 
















i 
















B 




a 


MONTHS. 


SEX. 




i 


1 
1 


'1 


f 


1 


3 
1 

1 


» 


August 


Males 


331 


31 


31 


8 


18 


97 


132 


34 




Females. . 


a:;- 


11 


17 


5 


15 


111 


97 


17 




Total.... 


594 


32 


38 


13 


33 


208 


229 


41 


September.. 


Males 


afis 


11 


l.-i 


7 


S 


96 


113 


18 




Females. . 


as 7 


7 


Ih 


^ 


i 


86 


111 


30 




Total.,. 


5a5 


18 


31 


15 


17 


182 


334 


38 


October .... 


Males 


?fi? 


17 


11 


fi 


H 


91 


119 


12 




Females. . 


a.*i: 


1; 


lb 


5 


4 


91 


10^ 


IH 




Total .... 


514 


30 


37 


11 


10 


182 


333 


31 


November . . 


Males 


395 


19 


20 


fi 


8 


102 


133 


18 




Females. . 


asi 


K 


n 


(. 


5 


102 


106 


13 




Total ... 


554 


a9 


38 


la 


13 


204 


338 


30 


Oocembor . . 


Males 


304 


10 


37 


8 


15 


105 


138 


11 




Females. . 


m 


11 


Ih 


7 


11 


9( 


lit 


Id 




ToM.... 


573 


ai 


43 


- 15 


S6 


19S 


34C 


37 


Wholo Year. 


Males 


3,?,fl1 


lea 


310 


fiS 


151 


1,147 


1,359 


197 




Females. . 


3,(m> 


11^ 


aoi 


5^ 


146 


1,062 


1,372 


190 




Total.... 


ti,3a!t 


376 


411 


119 


296 


2,209 


2,631 


387 
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Table IV.— MARRIAGES, 187(>. 
Arranged by Months and Divisions of the State. 



DIVI8IONB OF THE STATE. 



5 


I 

1 


1 


6 

1 


8 


68 


79 


14 


9 


58 


93 


19 


4 


29 


44 


12 


21 


155 


aie 


4o 


8 


67 


70 


9 


4 


71 


80 


11 


5 


56 


»4 


15 


17 


194 


844 


35 


11 


48 


56 


8 





45 


SH 


11 


8 


60 


98 


20 


28 


153 


211 


39 


13 


79 


96 


13 


12 


71 


109 


21 


11 


52 


•W 


24 


36 


203 


ajs 


68 


loa 


704 


949 


m 



January 

February 

Murcli 

First Quarter. , . 

April 

May 

June 

Second Quarter. 

July 

Aiigtist 

September 

Third Qimrter., 

(.tetobei'. 

NovemlitT 

December 

Fourth Quarter, 

Whole Year.... 



275 
183 
709 

2,48 5 



TWEXTY-FOL'KTH KEiilSTRATION KKPOKT. 



[iSTfi. 



Table V.— A(iKS OF PKKSONS MAHIUKI), ls:r,. 



AGES OP WOMEN. 



a(jp:s of men. 



40 to 45. . 
45 to 50. . 
50 to 55. . 
55 to 60. . 
60 to 65.. 
65 to 70. . 
70 to 75. . 
75 to 80.. 
Not stated 



3 

S 



8 

o 



^,2-2 B S B B S 2 Z 



Unflpr "20 


20 


to 25 


2b 


to 30 


30 


to 35 


35 


to 40 



32 2 



349 427! 55 



302 



180 



87 94 



24 

17 
3 

1 

2! 

1 



9 
33 
51 



24 

8 
1 



22 

10 

7 



'XI ... . 



i: 




I 



2 

I 

6i 4.. I 

I I I 
18: 5 2 



27 35 27 3 1 



I 2 



2 



23 9i 1 



1411 5 11 



6,11 6 
2 9 6i 






3! 



4 3 1 . . 2 . . > . . 



1' 1 3 



1 

1 4 

1 

1 . .1. . 


• • 

1 


• • 

• • 



2, 



! I 



2l 



Whole No. Females. 



to 
o 

13 



g 

o 



114 

844 

645 

280 

123 

97 

53 

42 

23 

13 

11 

3 

2 

3 



577, 897' 396! 170- 10157|27ill! 4! 6, 1\ 6i 2,253 
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Table VI.— DEATHS, 187G. 
Arranged hy Months, Sexes, and Divisions of the State. 



DIVISIONS OP THE STATE. 



MONTHS. SEX. 









>» 


• 


•«j 


5 


i 


cc 


o 



January . . . ! Males... 

Females 
Total.. 

February . . . Males... 

Females 
Total . . 

Marcli Males... 

Females 
Total . . 

April 1 Males... 

Females 
Total.. 

May , Males... 

Females 
Total . . 

June Males... 

Females 
Total . . 

July Males... 

Females 
Total . . 

August Males... 

Females 
Total . . 

September. . Males... 

Females 
Total . . 

Oet<)])er Males... 

Females 
Total.. 

November . . Males... 

Females 
Total . 

l)ecem])er . . Males... 

Females 
Total . . 

Whole Year. Males... 

Females 
Total . . 






135 
160 
295 
156 
156 
312 
162 

179; 

341 i 
144 
185 
329 
151| 
181' 
332 
130 
151 
2811 
235' 
'200: 
444! 
233; 
236 
460 
163i 
173i 
336: 
161 
173 
334 
146 
140 
295 j 
1531 
195 
348 
1,960 
2,147 
4,116 



OS 

•c 



11 

7 
18 

8i 

7 

15 
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Table VI!.— DEATHS. IKH;. 

Showing the Nuiiiher of each Sex, in each Period uf Life, \ 
Toion and Division of the State ; aUo the Ratio of 
Deaths to Population. 



[IKjy. 
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Warren 

BttiaTot County. . 
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Table VII.— DEATHS.— Oontiiiiied. 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, l«r<;— (^nitiniKid. 



Nnmber. 



Biirrillviltc ' 5,24!) Males . . . 

j iFemalfs. 

Cranston i 5,*;HBMiiU's. . .| 

Ft'TllitleS.; 

Ciimberland ' 5,<i73 Mules. . . 

Females. 
() Males.. .| 

Females ,1 
3 Males. ..| 

i Females,: 
Glocoster : 3,098 Mules. . . ; 

Females.; 
Johnston i.im Males .... 

Females.' 

Males ... I 



East Providence . . ' i.-iSii 
Foster 1,543 



■i,G-iV 

J,04C1.88 107 
2,642 

2.7930. H(i 4i) 
2,880 

2,357 1.5» «5 
2,079 
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l,08(il.91 40 

1,012 
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1 ... 
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North Smithfield . ; 2, TJ7 Males . . . 
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Smithfield [ 2,857 Males. . . 

FemalBB. 
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1 
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Females , 
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52 25 1 




1 27 2 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1876.— Continued. 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1876.— Recapitulatiox by Couxties. 

Showing the Number of each Sex, in each Period of Life, in euch Tmo7i 

and Division of the State ; also the Ratio of 
Deaths to Population. 
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Table VII. — DEATHS, 1876. — Recapitulation by Counties. 
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34 TWENTY-FOURTH REOI8TRATI0N REPORT. [1876. 

Tahlb XL— occupations AND AGES AT DEATH, 1876. 

Showing the Average Age at Death in the several occupations, Provi- 
dence City being separated from the rest of the State, 
and ages under twenty being excluded. 



OCCLPATIONS, 



I. AORICULTUBE. 

Farmera 

Gardeners 

II. Profesmiokal 

AND Personal 

Services. 

Actor 

Artist 

Barbers 

City Crier 

Clergymen 

Clerks 

Coaclimen. .,.,.., 

Cook 

Dentist 

Hostlers 

Hotel-koopera 

JiinitorB 

Journalist 

Laborers 

Ijawyers 

Letter-carrier 

Musician 

PhyBiciune 

Policemen 

Saloon-keepers 

Stable-keeper 

Students 

Toachers 

Undertaker 

U. S. Pension Agent 

Waiters 

Wutclimen 

Whitewaahcr 

III. Traub and 
Trakbportation. 

Agents 

Agents, Insnranee. 

Apothecary 



38.00 
38.80 
65.00 
66.00 
31.73 
50.00 
77.00 
53.00 
35.50 
51.00 
56.00 
33.00 
53.3( 
51.61 



60.00 
i.50 
41.50 
69.00 
33.60 
45.00 
81.00 
44.00 
64.00 
60.00 
63.00 



6 343 40.50 
1 53'53.00 

l| 25-25.00' 



52.00 
si! 50 



56.00 



49.11 
51.66 
33.00 
28.00 
).00 
J. 50 



10,303 

277 



69.14 
69.35 



1.00 
38. ;5 

50.00 
77.00 
63,00 



51.00 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1876.— Continued. 



ocrrpATioNa. 



^1 h 

\T r 



Book-keepers 

Brakemen 

Butchers 

Cashiers, (Bank and 

others) 

Collectors 

CoDfectioners 

BxpresBmen 

FiBnerraeii and Oys- 

termeii 

Grocers 

Hackmt'u 

Junk Dealer 

Liquor Dealer 

Lottery Dealer 

Merchants 

Milkman 

Peddlere 

Porters 

H. H. Contractor 

■R. R. Eninloy^ (not 

speciiied) 

Sea Captains and Ship 

Masters 

Seamen 

.Stevedorts 

Teamsters 

Tobacconist i 

Trade ra(not8pecifled)| 

IV. MANLFACTUHEa,! 

Mechanical and ■ 
Mining Industries.] 

Bakers 

Belt-maker 1 

BlackBmiths 

Bleacher 

Block-mafcer 

Boat-builders. ... 

Eoiler-makei-s I 4 

Boot and .Shoe-makers 7 

Box-makera 2 

Brewer 1 

- Brush-maker | 1 



45.fi 

67.33 
70.00 
66.00 
42.00 

40.33 
56.54 
35.00 
50.00 
32.00 
31.00 
64.70 
21.00 
46.00 
47.00 
50.00 

48.00 

64.37 
49.11 
53.00 
55.71 
64.00 
55.00 



53.69 

B.OO 
83.00 
80.50 
40.50 
49.71 
41.50 
88.00 
38.00 



213 48.60 
23 33.00 
fJ733.50 



54.001 

70.001 
61.00J % 
38.00 



1 

1 

9 


32 
31 

611 


32.00 
31.00 

67.88 








3 


141 


47.00 



36 36.00 
25 36.00 

207 51 . 75 

5)4,94.00 



18847.00 
14147.00 



1; ■ 5050.00 


1 1 


18 1,136 63.11 

1 3121.00 

2 9346.00 


i| 50150. 00 

i 



5 293168.60 

8i 410 51.35 

21 10653.00 

7| 436J63.14 

3 issieiififi 
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TABI.K XL— OC'(^r PATIO XS, l«7fi.— Continued. 



|j: I Mip im I 



Ciibinet-makers , , 

Carpenters 

Carriage-maker. . 

Cigiir-makors .... 

OoiiiiprBmith 

CurrierB aud 'I'mmerB 

Die Sinker 

DUtiller 

Hyers 

Engiiieera and Fire- 
men 

Engmvera 

"File Cutters 

Giis-fitters 

Harness-makers 

Japuiiner 

Jowellera 

Line Manufacturer, . 

Macliiniats 

Manufacturers (not 
epecified) 

Masons 

Mechanics 

Miller.... 

Millwright 

Moulders 

Oireratives (not Bi>eci- 
fied) 

Overseers 

Painters 

Pnpei'-hanger 

Plaster Figure-maker 

Pork Cutter 

Printers 

Itiggera 

RuMier-workers , , 

Sail-makers 

Scythe-stone Manuf r 

Ship Carpenter 

Stone Cutters and 
Marble- workers . 

Tailors 

Tinsmiths 

Top-roll Coverer, 



-' — I- 

:i :*r.l'«3.33, 1 

.'id S,(;94'53.88; 18 1 
1 2.5.25. IW . 

3| i;(7-1.5.C« 
1 8n80.<H); 
31 18-t«l.33 
1' 4848.00 
1 77 77.00. 
3, 158 53.06 



111 56051.45, 

a; 5125.50 

2; CO 30.00 

2 07|33.50 

(1 309 44. 83' 

1 47 47.00 

14' i;il«49.85| ] 
Ij 79I79.OO1., 

32!l,5o648.62l ] 

13| 891168. 54' 5 
31 1,728,55.74 ] 
fij 38l|C3.50' 
23|23.00 ., 

oC'SC.OO ., 
2(J8'44.6G, 

3,54445.43' 
12(i'42.00 .. 
480 48.60 
S757.00' 
60 69.00 
56 56.001 



184161.; 

75:75. ( 

6858. ( 

I 

450;50.( 



8140.50> 
80 80.00.. 
184 01.33.. 

48I48.00.. 
77i77.00!., 
158152. 66|., 

342:49.00! 
51'35.50.. 
33133. OOl 
6733.50'. 



163 

i 1,083 

35 



81.50 
53.50 
25.00 
56.00 



172 



43.00 

47.00. 
48.07! 



4 56.00 

727!6o 

'748!56 

3 73!66 
9 79.00 

5 51.00 



36472. 80^ 8 



35450.80 
57'57.00[.. 
69;69.00i., 
56,56. OOL, 

341:48.30: 
46 46.00| 

i6854!o6 



537 
6825 
316 6; 



5 44.48 

6 43.00 
3 46.40 



65.00 
63.00 
35.66 
76.00 



i.OO 
8 58.00 



:9i47.( 



150 52.00 
357 44. ( 

130 09.50. 
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Table XL— OCCUPATIONS, 1876.— Concluded. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



Upholsterers 
Wire- worker. 



V. Females. 

BoardingHouse-keep- 

er 

Dressmakers 

Milliner 

Nurses 

Operatives 

Physician 

Servants 

Tailoresses 

Teachers 



WHOLE STATE. 



O 



55 



4 
1 



1 
7 
1 
4 
15 
1 
8 
4 
8 



s 

tuov 

9 to 
^< 



154 

28 



72 
204 

27 
263 
428 

63 
363 
181 
277 



bo 
< 



38.50 
28.00 



72.00 
29.14 
27.00 
65.75 
28.53 
63.00 
45.37 
45.25 
34.62 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



O 



1 

4 
1 
1 
6 
1 



3 

6 



V bo 

00 

<5 



132 



72 
88 
27 
'78 
162 
63 



102 

218 



bo 
< 
or 

<1 



44.00 



72.00 
22.00 
27.00 
78.00 
27.00 
63.00 



34.00 
36.33 



REST OF STATE. 



O 





1 
1 



3 

9 



8 
1 
2 



bO 
<5 



22 

28 



116 



185 

266 



363 

79 
59 



bO 

< 

bO 
es 
u 

V 

>• 



22.00 
28.00 



38.66 



61 66 
29.55 



45.37 
79.00 
29.50 



RECAPITULATION BY CLASSES. 





WHOLE STATE. 


PROVIDENCE CITY. 


REST OF STATE. 


OCCUPATIONS. 


O 




5 

« bo 

< 


• 

« 

< 
68.31 

50.92 

53.35 

51.45 
38.33 

53.71 


C 
II 

14 
137 

77 

168 
23 

419 


bov 
< 


59.21 

47.47 
51.89 

51.93 
35.22 

49.79 


O 

JS 

.sl 
a« 

153 

165 

69 

181 
26 

594 


0) 


• 

bo 
< 

V 

bO 

es 

> 
< 


I. Agriculture. 

II. Professional 
AND Personal 
Services 

III. Trade and 
Transporta- 
tion 


167 
302 
146 

349 

49 

1,013 


11,408 

15,378 

7,790 

17,957 

1,878 


829 
6,504 
3,996 

8,724 
810 


10,579 

8,874 
3,794 

9,233 

1,068 


69.14 
53.78 
54.98 


IV. Manufac- 
tures, Me- 
chanical and 
Minin,g Indus- 
tries 


51 .01 


V. Females 


41.08 


All Classes — 


54,411 


20,863 


33,548 


56.48 
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METEOROLOGICAL, 1876. 



Tlie following Tiiblcs were eomi»iIed from tlic ohservations of Her. 
Alexis ('aswrll, D. 1>., of Providence, Ilis Meteorological obser- 
vations were eontiniteil almost iininterniptedly in Providence, during 
a jwrioil of forty-five years, and ulmo^it to the <liite of liis deatli, wliicli 
occurred in Providence, on Monday, January 8th, 187(. 

Table XIII. 

Slwwing the mean altitude /iTid range of f he Barometer, the prmiilijig 'oinda, the mean 
reliitire humidity, the mean elt>ndine»» of the »kg, the number of dng> of rain or 
»jiow, aiid the quantity of rain and melted «iow, for eaeh month of the year 1876, 
and compared with the aterage for 45 year». 
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Shotting tkt mean temperature coirtpared with the Tuean aueroffe for 45 yean, the 
highett and hweet temperature, and the niontlUg range, the mean da&y range, and 
the greaiat ehange in 24 bourt, fvr each month cf the gear 1876. 
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The mean temperature for the year (47. °8) was 2.°5 higher than in 
1875, and only one-tenth of one degree less than the average for 45 
years, from 1832 to 1876 inclusive. The highest monthly mean tem- 
perature was 74. °0, in July, which, with one exception, was the hottest 
July in 45 years. The lowest monthly temperature was 22, "9, in 
December, which, with three exceptions, was the coldest December 
in 45 years. 

In 1876, the monthly temperature was higher than the average for 
45 years in January, February, June, July, and November, and less 
than the average in the other months of the year. 

The amount of melted snow and rain, during the year 1876, was 
50.36 inches. This amount was 1.86 inches less than in 1875; but 
was 7.91 inches more than the average for 45 years. In the months 
of February, March, April, July, September, November, and Decem- 
ber, the amount of rain was greater than the average, the excess in 
March being nearly 6 inches, and in September and November nearly 
three inches each. 

Though there was a slight excess above the average of rain in July, 
there was a considerable deficiency in May, June, and August, so that 
for the four months. May to August inclusive, the amount of rain 
was nearly four inches (3.81) less than the average for 45 years. 
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We find then, that, from May to August inchisive, in 1876, there 
was a large deficiency of rain, and a large excess of heat as compared 
with the average, making a very hot and very dry summer. 



The subject of the connection l)etween meteorological conditions 
and mortality has been considered in these annual reports, by the 
same writer, Dr. Edward T. Caswell, from the year 1863 to 1875 in- 
clusive. The results have not seemed to give so much importance to 
these investigations as some writers would ascribe to them, or as the 
popular opinion would give them. They seem to show that very little 
connection can be positively established between the meteorological 
conditions, so far as they can be recorded with instruments, and the 
mortality in any community. 

It may be said in general terms, that some diseases are more preva- 
lent and fatal in warm weather, and that some diseases are more 
prevalent and fatal in cold weather; but if we go beyond this, and 
endeavor to establish any rule of connection between the mortality 
from any disease and any special meteorological conditions as recorded, 
we are at once met with marked exceptions to the rule, and perhaps 
find that the exceptions are more numerous than the observances of 
the rule. 

No one would expect to find any connection between the mortality 
and meteorology of the same day, because in nearly all cases the 
effects of the weather, if any, would not be seen in the mortality until 
some days, or a longer time, had elapsed. 

Practically, we find the same difficulty if we attempt to trace a con- 
nection between the mortality and the meteorology of weekly, or of 
monthly periods, and after long and patient consideration and investi- 
gation of the subject, we are compelled to believe that no such positive 
or uniform connection can be traced. 



The supposed connection of the mortality from cholera infantum 
and meteorology has received special consideration, from year to year, 
in these reports. Beginning with the general fact that cholera in- 
fantum prevails in hot weather, the mortality from this disease has 
been carefully compared with the meteorology of the summer months, 
from year to year, hoping to find something in the recorded meteo- 
rology that would account for the greater or less prevalence of the 
disease. Any one who will carefully examine the facts as given in the 
reports must acknowledge that the attempt has utterly failed. No 
positive law upon the subject has been found. 
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It was soon found that high temperature alone, as recorded, would 
not account for the great differences in the mortality from cholera 
infantum, in different years. It was then thought that possibly the 
degree of moisture in the atmosphere, in connection with high tem- 
perature, might explain the differences in mortality. But it was soon 
found that the exceptions and contradictions were too numerous to 
admit the acceptance of this as a fixed rule. 

Finally, it was thought that the continuance of high temperature 
might be the special condition upon which a large or unusual mor- 
tality from cholera infantum depended, and in the report for 1875, 
Dr. Caswell says: "We think it may be fairly admitted, that cow- 
tinued heat to an excessive degree, will increase with us the deaths 
from diarrhoeal diseases." 

This admission is all that Dr. Caswell feels authorized to give us, 
as the result of years of investigation, in relation to the connection 
between meteorological phenomena and the prevalence of cholera in- 
fantum and other diarrhoeal diseases. On a careful review of the 
subject at the present time, as presented by Dr. C, it seems to be 
doubtful whether even this admission is well founded. In fact it now 
seems to us more than probable that heat, of itself alone, even though 
excessive and continued, does not directly increase the mortality from 
cholera infantum and other diarrhoeal diseases. 

Without continuing the subject at this time, for which time and 
space are wanting, we may name two or three important facts which 
seem to be in direct conflict with all theories which recognize heat 
alone as the cause of cholera infantum and other diarrhoeal diseases. 

The first fact is, that there are hundreds of country towns among the 
hills of New England, where cholera infantum is an unknown disease, 
and other diarrhoeal diseases are rare in the summer season, though 
the heat is often excessive and long continued, the recorded tempera- 
ture being as high as in places where these diseases prevail. Even in 
the cities, when cholera infantum is prevalent, there are often districts 
of considerable extent that are nearly or entirely free from the disease. 

Another fact is, that in New Orleans and other cities of the extreme 
South, during the excessive and long continued heat and moisture of 
summer, cholera infantum and other diarrhoeal diseases are very rare 
as compared with the cities of New England and other Northern 
States. It seems to be certain that some other cause besides heat, or 
continued heat, is necessary to produce a prevalence of cholera in- 
fantum, though heat and continued heat may be essential to the 
existence of that other cause. 

A similar argument may be given in relation to the connection of 
pneumonia with a low temperature of the atmosphere. Cold alone 
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does not seem to ])nKluce })neum<)nia, though cold, and continued 
cold, seems to be neceswirv to jinnluce that condition of things in 
which pneumonia will be ])revalent. 

In connection .witli this subject, and in conclusion, it may Im? stated 
that both extreme cold and extreme heat, if continued longer than a 
very few days, siH?m to incrt^ase the mortality very dwidedly. This 
is probably done not by producing any siK*cial disease, but by their 
direct debilitating effects, by which the vital forces are weakemni, and 
sick persons are made easier victims of any disease that affwts tliem. 

It is with deep regret that we are compelled to announce that the 

discussions upon this subject can no longer be continued in these 

reports. Owing to the lamented death of the Rev. Dr. Caswell, as 

already stated, the record of meteorological changes is no longer kept 

in Providence, and the comparisons of mortality with these changes 

can no longer be made. 

E. M. S. 



RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1876. 



During the year 1876, tliere were recorded in the State of Rhode 
Island, six tliousand three hundred and twenty-nine (6,329) births; 
two thousand two hundred and fifty- three (2,253) marriages; and four 
thousand one hundred and sixteen (4,116) deaths. 

The following Table shows the results of registration in tlie State 
during each of the last twenty- three years: 

Whole namber Living 

Year. of Births. Still -bom. Births. Marriages. Deaths. 

1854 ". 2,105 78 2,087 1,047 1,720 

1855 2,926 124 2,802 1,375 1.846 

1856 2,906 183 2,723 1,535 2,042 

1857 4,026 185 3,841 1,526 2,325 

1858 4,263 177 4,086 1,438 2,616 

law 4,500 177 4,323 1,672 2,270 

1860 4,660 167 4,493 1,748 2,686 

1861 4,840 146 4,694 1,533 2,927 

1862 4,125 123 4,002 1,450 2,591 

1863 3,691 Ill 3,580 1,618 3,207 

1864 3,892 138 3,754 1,844 3,360 

1865 3,955 177 3,778 1,896 3,405 

1866 4,902 172 4,730 2,318 2,970 

1867 5,127 163 4,964 2,344 2,889 

1868 5,372 212 5,160 2,285 2,912 

1869 5,245 220 5,025 2,289 3,382 

1870 5,215 234 4,981 2,362 8,238 

1871 5,678 223 5,455 2,336 3,344 

1872 6,143 202 5,941 2,537 4,247 

1873 6,022 228 5,794 2,630 4,403 

1874 6,466 277 6,189 2,541 4,229 

1875 6,508 246 6,262 2,485 4,317 

1876 6,329. 224 6,105 2,253 4,116 

The aggregates for the whole period of 23 years, are 108,896 children 
born, of whom 4,187 were still-born, leaving 104,709 living children; 
45,062 marriages, or 90,124 persons married; and 71,042 persons died. 

On the next two pages. Tables are given showing a comparison of 
.the births, marriages and deaths, with the population, in each town 
in the State; and also a comparison of the statistics for each town, in 
the three years 1874, 1875 and 1876. 

7 
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COMPARED WITH TUB POPULATION BY 
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BESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS. 



BIRTna, MARHUGE8 AND DEATHS. IN EACH TOWN IN RHODE 

ISLAND, IN EACH OP THE THREE YEARS 

1874, 1875 AND 1876. 
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Tlie followiii;^ Table shows tlw proportions of births, marriages and 
(leatlis to ilio popuhition, in tlie aggregate for the whole State, in each 
of the last eight years: 



YEARS. 



Id69. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 



BIRTHS. 



Number. 



5,945 
5,215 
5,678 
6,143 
6,033 
6,466 
6,508 
6,839 



To popula- 
tion one 
birth in 



41.4 
41.7 
38.3 
35.4 
36.1 
39.9 
39.7 
40.8 



MARRIAOK8. 




DEATHS. 




Number. 


Of popula- 
tion one 
person mar- 
ried in 


Number. 
8,383 


Of popula- 
tion one 
death in 


Deaths in 
each 100 of 
the popu- 
lation. 


3,889 


47.6 


64.2 


1.66 


3,363 


46.0 


8,238 


67.1 


1.49 


3.836 


46.5 


3,844 


66.0 


1.64 


3,537 


43.9 


4,347 


61.2 


1.96 


3,630 


41.3 


4,403 


49.4 


2.08 


3,541 


50.8 


4,339 


61.1 


1.64 


3,485 


53.0 


4,317 


69.8 


1.67 


2.253 


57.3 


4,116 


62.7 


1.59 



It seems there was a decrease of births, marriages and deaths in 
187G, as compared with the previous two years. As the population is 
reckoned the same for each of these three years, the proportion of 
births, marriages and deaths, to the population, is of course less. 
The number of marriages, in 1876, was less than in any year since 
1865, and the number of deaths less than in any year since 1871. 

Looking at the different portions of the State, we find the lowest 
birth-rate, as compared with population, was in Jamestown, one birth 
in 162.6; the highest rate was in East Providence, one birth in 31.2. 
Several towns, with birth-rates in the vicinity of one in 32, show the 
presence of a large foreign population, and especially of a French 
Canadian population. These towns are Bristol, East Providence, 
Lincoln, Pawtucket and Woonsocket. 

Some towns, with a large French Canadian and other foreign popu- 
lation, show a small birth-rate; as Warwick, one birth in 46.4; Bur- 
rillville, one in 48.6; Smithfield, one in 49.3; and North Smithfield, 
one in 45.8. We cannot be mistaken in thinking that the low birth- 
rate in these and in some other towns, indicates defective registratmi; — 
the births are not all recorded. 

The proportion of persons married, to population, varies from one 
in 36.2, in Glocester, to one in 244, in Jamestown. It would be diffi- 
cult, perhaps, to explain why the proportion is so large in Glocester. 
It is evidently an accidental excess for this year, and not the general 
rule. The small marriage rate in Jamestown, and in some other 
towns, is easily understood from the smallness of the population, or 
other local circumstances. 
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The proportion of marriages to population, in the whole State, was 
considerably less in 187(), tlian in any one of the previous seven years. 
There- can be no doubt that the 'Miard times" reduce the number of 
marriages. There were less marriages reported in 187G than in 1875, 
in all the larger towns in the State except Warwick and Woonsocket, 
and less in every county except Kent. 

The number of deaths reported in 1876 was less than in 1875, in all 
the larger towns in the State except Newport and Pawtucket; and 
less in every county except Washington. The proportion of deaths to 
population, in 1876, wjis 15.9 per 1,000, a less proportion than in the 
four years preceding. The lowest proportion was 6.1 per 1,000, in 
New Shoreham; the highest was 20.4 per 1,000, in Woonsocket. In 
too many towns, the low rate of mortality reported does not indicate 
the actual healthiness of the town; but indicates that the registration 
is defective; that the deaths are not all reported. It may be taken as 
a rule, with very few exceptions, that if any manufacturing town, 
with 5,000 inhabitants, or more, reports an annual mortality of less 
than 14 per 1,000 of the population, the registration is defective. A 
reports mortality of less than 14 per 1,000 in such towns, is certainly 
sufficient to arouse suspicion in regard to the completeness of the 
returns of deaths. 

It may be interesting to compare Ehode Island witli Massachusetts 
in regard to the proi)ortion of births, persons married, and deaths to 
population. The following shows the proportions of each to popula- 
tion in the census year, 1875: 

BIRTHS, TO POPULATION, 1875. 

Rhode Island One birth in 40.8, or 24.51 per 1,000. 

Massachusetts One birth in 36.4, or 27.47 per 1,000. 

PERSOXS MARRIED, TO POPULATION, 1875. 

Rhode Island One person married in 57.3, or 17.45 per 1,000. 

Massachusetts One person married in 60.5, or 16.54 per 1,000. 

DEATHS, TO POPULATION, 1875. 

Rhode Island One person died in 62.7, or 15.9 per 1,000. 

Massachusetts One person died in 47.2, or 21.2 per 1,000. 

Other comparisons and comments upon this subject will be found 
in the following pages, in which the births, marriages and deaths 
reported in 187G, are considered separately and more in detail. 



54 TWENTY-FOURTH REGISTRATIOK REPORT. [1876. 



BIRTHS, 1876. 



The particulars relating to the 6,329 children born in Rhode Island, 
in 1876, will be found in the first three Tables, on pages 2 to 6 in- 
clusive. In the examination oJ the subject of births, we will first 
consider the 

SEX OF THE CHILDREN BORN. 

Of the 6,329 children born in 1876, there were 3,291 males, and 
3,038 females. This gives 108.3 males to each 100 females; or 52 
males and 48 females in each 100 children born. The following Table 
shows the numbers and proportions of the children born in Rhode 
Island in each of the last twenty-four years : 

Males to each 
Years. Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

185»-5 1,432 1,404 102.0, or 50.49 and 49.51 in each 100. 

1864 1,081 1,008 107.8, or 51.87 and 48.18 in each 100. 

1865 1,492 1,421 105.0, or 51.22 and 48.78 in each 100. 

1866 1,479 1,407 105.1, or 51.25 and 48.75 in each 100. 

1857 2,057 1,948 105.6, or 51.36 and 48.64 in each 100. 

1858 2,200 2,053 107.2, or 51.73 and 48.27 in each 100. 

1850 2,209 2,097 105.3, or 51.80 and 48.70 in each 100. 

I860.. 2,263 2,212 102.8, or 50.57 and 49.48 in each 100. 

1861 2,531 2,291 110.5, or 52.49 and 47.51 in each 100. 

1862 2,152 1,967 109.4, or 52.25 and 47.75 in each 100. 

1863 1,892 1,288 105.8, or 51.41 and 48.59 in each 100. 

1864 1,949 1,942 100.3, or 50.09 and 49.91 in each 100. 

1865 2,096 1,8ff7 112.9, or 53.02 and 46.98 in each 100. 

1866 2,546 2,356 108.0, or 51.94 and 48.06 in each 100. 

1867 2,665 2,464 107.0, or 51.87 and 48.18 in each 100. 

1868 2,745 2,627 104.5, or 51.10 and 48.90 in each 100. 

1869 2,685 2,568 104.9, or 51.19 and 48.81 in each 100. 

1870 2,679 2,536 105.6, or 51.87 and 48.68 in each 100. 

1871 2,878 2,800 102.8, or 50.69 and 49.81 in each 100. 

1872 3,085 3,058 100.9, or 50.22 and 49.78 in each 100. 

1873 8,185 2,887 108.6, or 62.06 and 47.94 in each 100. 

1874 3,311 8,155 104.9, or 51.21 and 48.79 in each 100. 

1875 3,362 8,146 106.9, or 51.66 and 48.84 in each 100. 



28 j^ years 53,924 50,479 106.8, or 51.65 and 48.85 in each 100. 

1876 8,291 8,088 108.8, or 52.00 and 48.00 in each 100. 

The number of male children born in 1876 was 71 less than in 1875, 
and 20 less than in 1874; but, with these exceptions, was greater than 
in any other of the twenty-three years preceding. The number of 
female children born in 1876 was greater than in any of the preceding 
years, except in 1872, 1874 and 1875. 
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The proportion of the aexea of the children bom in 1876 was 108.3 
males to each 100 females, or 52 male children and 48 female children 
in each 100 bom. This proportion of male children was 1.5 greater 
than the average, and has been exceeded only in 1861, 1862, 18G5 and 
1873 of the twenty-three years preceding. 

PBOPOETION OF THE SEXES, CITY AND STATE. 

In the city of Providence, there were 3,631 children born in 1876, 
of whom 1,359 were males and 1,272 females; or 106.8 males to each 
100 females; or 51.65 males and 48.35 females in each 100 children 
bom. In the rest of the State, in 1876, there were 3,698 children 
bora; 1,932 males and 1,766 females. This is 109.4 males to each 
100 females, or 53.24 malea and 47.76 females in each 100 children 
born. This shows that the proportion of male children, for this year, 
was considerably greater in " the rest of the State " than iu the city 
of Providence. 

The following shows the difference in the proportion of the sexes, 
in Providence and in the rest of the State, in 1870 and in the whole 
period from 1854 to 1876 inclusive: 
1876. 

Males la each 
Miles. Females. 100 Females. Halea. Females. 



TWENTY-THKEE YEARS, 1854 TO 1876 INCLUSIVE. 



Ifalea. Femsles. lOaFemalea. Hales, Females. 

Pro»ldence Cllj *1,<14 80,883 106,6, or M.86aiiS48.«6 In each 100. 

Best of State 34,389 81,830 lOT.B, or Bl.Ol aiid«09inoBch 100. 

The result for the long period is the same as for the single year: — 
the proportion of male children bom is less in the city than in the 
rest of the State. This is further shown in the next head. 

BEX AND LOCALITY. 

Table II gives the number of children of each sex, bom in 1876, 
in each division of the State. The number and proportions ai"c as 
follows: 
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In the small numbers of births in some of the divisions of the Stiite, 
it is to be expected that the proportions of the sexes will vary greatly, 
not only with ejioh other, Imt also in different years. This we find to 
be the Ciw?e. In Bristol county, in 1870, the jxTcentage of males, 
142.1 to 100 females, is very much greater than in any other division 
of the State; but in Bristol county, in 1875, there were only 05.2 
males l)orn to 100 females. 

The following Tal)le, continued from the last report, shows the 
relative proportions of the sexes, in etich division of the State, in each 
of the last fourteen years. This Table does not show the contrast 
between the city and the country, l)ecausc the statistics for the 
*^ Whole State " include those of the city. 



Number of Males to each 100 Females. 



BIRTHS. 



1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 



•eg 



120.0 
106.8 
119.3 
109.4 
115.5 
117.4 
115.7 
126.4 
131.8 
109.2 
129.2 
98.7 
95.2 
142.1 



Kent 
County. 


Newport 
County. 


Providence 
County, 
Towns. 


Providence 
City. 


1^ 


98.4 


97.0 


101.8 


111.4 


108.7 


87.3 


90.6 


107.4 


97.8 


108.4 


118.2 


108.8 


118.9 


113.8 


88.1 


113.1 


103.4 


104.9 


106.4 


124.0 


98.3 


117.8 


106.3 


104.5 


120.4 


88.7 


100.2 


101.6 


102.4 


136.5 


116.7 


102.7 


96.0 


107.6 


120.6 


111.6 


100.0 


105.1 


104.9 


99.5 


97.9 


132.6 


100.8 


95.2 


118.3 


92.8 


109.1 


103.5 


95.7 


110.6 


113.0 


117.9 


104.5 


109.0 


104.7 


111.9 


101.3 


110.4 


102.9 


94.0 


103.1 


97.7 


104.3 


109.1 


134.3 


104.4 


106.5 


108.0 


106.8 


103.7 
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105.8 
100.3 
112.9 
106.0 
107.7 
104.5 
104.9 
105.6 
102.8 
100.9 
108.6 
104.9 
106.9 
108.3 



In the aggregate for the wliole State, the proportion of males has 
exceeded that of females in every one of the fourteen years; but in 
each of the several divisions of the State, the female children have ex- 
ceeded the males in one or more years. In Kent county there were 
more female children than male children bom in six of the fourteen 
years. 

SEX AND SEASON OF BIRTHS. 

Referring to Table II, on page 4, we find the sex of the children 
bom in each quarter of the year 1876, in the aggregate for the whole 
State, as follows: 
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Males to each 
Males. Females. 100 Females. Males. Females. 

1. January— March 783 741 106.7, or 51.38 and 48.62 in each 100 bom. 

2. April-^nne 781 715 109.2, or 52.20 and 47.80 in each 100 bom. 

3. July— September 866 802 108.0, or 51.92 and 48.08 in each 100 bom. 

4. October— December 861 780 110.4, or 52.47 and 47.53 in each 100 bom. 



Year, 1876 8,291. 



.8,038. 



108.3, or 52.00 and 48.00 in each 100 bom. 



We continue the following Table from the last report, which shows 
the number of male children born to each 100 female children, in each 
quarter of each of the last eleven years: 





YEARS. 


1876. 


1875. 

97.7 
113.8 
108.2 
1079 


1874. 

100.4 
108.2 
105.1 
105.9 


1873. 


1872. 


1871. 

112.4 
95.0 
99.3 

105.0 


1870. 


1869. 


1868. 


1867. 


1866. 


First Quarter 

Second Qaarter 


105.7 
109.2 
108.0 
110.4 


98.3 
105.9 
109.9 
110.4 


98.8 
100.5 
101.6 
103.4 


111.6 
100.8 
101.0 
109.2 


107.3 
105.1 
101.9 
105.6 


102.4 

118.8 

103.1 

96.2 


105.5 
108.9 
110.4 
106.5 


108.7 
102.9 


Third Quarter 


113.8 


Fourth Quarter 


106.6 






Whole Year 


108.3 


106.9 


104.9 


108.6 


100.9 


102.8 


105.6 


104.9 


104.5 


107.7 


108.0 










1 





It will be seen that the proportion of male children l)orn in 1876, 
was larger than the average in each quarter and in the whole year. In 
the first quarter of 1876, there were 105.7 male children born to each 
100 female children. This proportion of male children was exceeded 
in only four of the ten years previous. In the second quarter, the 
number (109.2) was exceeded in only two of the ten years. In the 
third quarter (108.0) the number was exceeded in only four of the ten 
years. In the last quarter, the number (110.4) was not exceeded in 
any one of the ten years, though in 1873 the number was the same. 
The proportion of male children for the whole year (108.3) was greater 
than in any one of the ten years previous, except 1873. 

We see by Table II, that there were more male than female children 
born, in the aggregate for the whole State, in every month of the year 
1876, except March. 

BIRTHS AND SEASON^. 

The number and proportion of children born in different seasons of 
the year are subjects of interest and importance. The following Table 
shows the number of children born in the State of Eh ode Island (as 
reported), in each quarter of each of the last seven years; the aggre- 
gate number, and the percentages of the aggregate in each quarter, of 
the last twenty-four years, from 1853 to 1876 inclusive: 

8 
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(lUARTERS. 



January to March . 



i I 

1876. 1875. 1874. 1878. 1873. 



1871. 



1870. 
1,188 



1,524 1,546 1,485 ; 1,38S 1,34H i 1,883 

! I . i I i 

April to June 1,496 1,606 1,555 1,899 1,464 | 1,399 1,848 



July to September . . . 
October to December 



I 



1,668 ' 1,668 ' 1,683 1,588 . 1,663 1,475 , 1,837 



1,641 



1,686 I 1,744 I 1,658 j 1,666 | 1,573 1,463 



1858 to 1876. 
Number. 



96,018 
96,304 
38,541 
88,566 



I 



I 



Whole Year | 6,329 6,508 6.466 6,033 6,143:6,678 5,216 



Per cent. 

88.80 
88.97 
86.10 
86.18 



109,839 



100 00 



The percentages in 1876 were as follows: First quarter, 24.08; 
second quarter, 23.64; third (juarter, 26.35; fourth quarter, 25.93; 
showing considerable differences from the percentages of the aggre- 
gate for twenty-four years. If we look at the figures for the last seven 
years, we find that in every year except 1876, there were more children 
born in the last than in any other quarter. In all the years given, 
except in 1871 and 1876, the smallest number is found in the first 
quarter of the year, and the same is true in the aggregate for twenty- 
four years. Almost uniformly, also, the next to the smallest number 
is found in the second (quarter of the year. 

According to the returns of births in Ehode Island, then, we must 
conclude that more children are born in the last quarter than in any 
other quarter of the year; more in the last six months than in the first 
six months of the year; and that the smallest number is born in the 
first (luarter. Is this true? If true it is an important fact, and we 
should endeavor to find the reason for it. 

We have referred to this question in some former reports, and have 
shown that the statement is not correct as a rule, and that the figures 
in this State as well as in Massachusetts do not correctly establish the 
law in regard to the season of births. 

The explanation is this: In Ehode Island, except in Providence, 
and in Massacliusetts, except in Boston and perhaps some other cities, 
the returns of births are collected only once annually, in the month of 
January. The result is that, owing to forgetfulness, the death of 
children, and removals, the births of the earlier months of the year fail 
to be all recorded, and those of the last half of the year and especially 
of the last quarter of the year are much more fully recorded. For these 
reasons, we are satisfied that the returns of births in Rhode Island and 
in Massachusetts do not show the truth upon this subject. 

In the city of Providence, the returns of births are collected in Jan- 
uary and July of each year. As might be expected, the returns for 
twenty-one years show the smallest daily average number of births in 
January and July, and the greatest daily average in June and De- 
cember. 
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The aggregate of all the births in Providence, during the twenty- 
one years, from 1856 to 1876 inclusive, was as follows: 
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It will be noticed that in the aggregate of 38,730 births, the num- 
ber in the first and third quarters of the year is almost exactly the 
same; while the difference between the second and fourth quarters is 
not large. There is not, certainly, in the returns of births in Provi- 
dence, any positive proof of any difference in season, in the number 
of children bom. 

PAHENTAOE. 

The following shows the parentage, as indicated by the birth-places 
of the parents, of the children born in Bhode Island, in each of tlio 
last four years, and also in the three periods of five years each, includ- 
ing the time from 1858 to 1872 inclusive: 



PARENTAGB. 


1876. 


1BT5. 


IBM. 


1873. 


li^sw- 


.KS,. 


ifl^iafli 






3,wr 

2,Mfl 
3S» 
4B6 


S,703 
S.9i8 
34S 
«0 


a,75i 
3,aai 

37i 


ia,su 

12,366 
1,353 
1,7S0 


o,:is 

0.988 
B4I 




Foreign 

AmeriiaD talhor uid ForpiRn motbor.. 
FoTeigD rather and AiDorieBD motbar.. 


9,697 
7M 


















fl,3S» 


B,S08 


,,m 


fipOia 


K,tea 


ai,flfl7 


ta,098 





The percentages of the above figures will show more clearly the 
relations of each class, and the changes that have taken place in those ' 
relations. The percentages are as follows: 



PARENTAGB. 


1676. 


1875. 


1874, 


1873, 


IS^'l^. 


18^867. 


,ws. 




40.S4 
45.40 
B.B9 
8.17 


41,90 
44 65 
5.9S 
7,47 


„J •■„ 


44.72 
6.SS 


46.37 
4.88 






45.B9 
7.37 


43.52 
6.18 
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The percentage of the children born of pure American parentage, in 
187G, was less than in any i)revious year; while the percentage of 
children of ])ure foreign })arentage was nearly as large as at any pre- 
vious date. The proportion of mixed parentage is constantly increas- 
ing, and the pro})ortion of children with a foreign father and American 
mother is constantly much greater than the i)roportion of those with 
an American father and foreign mother. 

Of the totid population of the State in 1875, there were 52.17 in 
each 100 of American, and 47.83 of foreign parentage. In these 
figures, those of mixed parentage are given according to the nativity 
of the fathers. Reckoning the children born in the same way and we 
find that in 187(5, 46.43 in each 100 had American fathers, and 53.57 
in each 100 had foreign fathers. 

By a different arrangement of the figures in the last Table, we find 
the proportions as follows: 



CHILDREN WITH 


1876. 


18T5. 


1874. 


1873. 


5 years. 
1868-1872. 


5 years. 
1863-1867. 


5 years. 
1866-18G2. 


American fathers 


46.43 
58.57 

49.01 
60.99 


47.88 
52.12 

49.37 
50.68 


47.14 
52.86 

49.07 
50.93 


50.80 
49.70 

51.86 
48.14 


49.06 
50.94 

50.39 
49.61 


49.25 
60.75 

49.56 
50.44 


52.22 


Foreign fathers 

American mothers 


47.78 
51.95 


Foreign mothers 


48.05 



In whatever light we consider the figures, we find that the propor- 
tion of children of American parentage is less than the proportion of 
the living population, and the proportion of children of foreign paren- 
tage is greater than that of the living population of the same parentage. 

But the proportions of children born, as well as of population ac- 
cording to parentage, vary greatly in different portions of the State. 
By reference to Table I, on pages 2 and 3, we find that in 1876, the 
children born of foreign fathers exceeded those with American fathers, 
in the following towns: Warren, Warwick, Burrillville, Cranston, 
Cumberland, East Providence, Lincoln, Xortli Smithfield, Pawtucket, 
Smithfield, Woonsocket and Providence. In North Providence, the 
number of American and of foreign children was equal. 

In Xew Shoreham, Foster and Exeter, there were no children born 
of foreign parents, in 1876; and there was only one each in James- 
town, Middletown and Charlestown. 

COLORED CHILDREN. 

The colored children have been included in the preceding statistics. 
There were 171 colored children reported as born in 1876, in the 
whole State. This number is fifteen more than in 1875, and one 
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more than in 1874. Of the colored children born in 1876, there were 
64 males and 107 females, or 37.43 males, and 62.57 females in each 
100; or 59.8 males to each 100 females. In the preceding year, there 
were 102.6 males to 100 females. These strange proportions, and 
great changes in the proportions, indicate something radically abnor- 
mal in the condition of the colored population of Rhode Island. 

The number of colored children reported in each town, in 1876, was 
as follows: 

Barrington 1 Foster 1 Woonsocket 1 

Bristol 2 Cranston 5 Cbarlestown 1 

Coventry 1 East Providence 1 Hopkinton 2 

EastGreenw^h 8 Lincoln 1 North Kingstown 2 

Warwick 7 North Providence 1 South Kingstown 6 

Little Compton 1 North Sraitlifield 1 Westerly 8 

Newport 20 Pawtacket 4 Providence City 108 

Whole State 171 

There were no colored children reported, in 1876, in Warren, West 
Greenwich, Jamestown, Middletown, New Shoreham, Portsmouth, 
Tiverton, Burrillville, Cumberland, Glocester, Johnston, Scituate, 
Smithfield, Exeter and Richmond. 



NUMBER OF THE CHILD OF THE MOTHER. 

The following Table shows the number of the child of the mother, 
i. e., whether the child whose birth is reported is the first, second, 
third, &c., child that the mother has borne. The statistics on this 
subject begin with the year 1857, and the* following Table includes the 
children reported in 1876, as well as those in the nineteen years from 
1857 to 1875 inclusive, and also the total for twenty years, 1857 to 
1876 inclusive: 
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NUMBSB or THB CUILD Or THB MOTHKB. 



First 



Second . 



Third. 



Fourth. 



Fifth. 



Sixth... 
Seventh 
Eighth.. 



Ninth. 



Tenth 

Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

Fourteenth . . . 

Fifteenth 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth . . . 

Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-first 

Twenty-second. 



Total 



1676. 



1,518 

1,399 

1,010 

766 

680 

410 

969 

178 

116 

78 

56 

43 

18 

n 

3 
3 
1 



1 
1 



6,297 



1857 to 1875. 


30 yearn. 
18W— 1876. 


33,887 


84,405 


18,646 


19,845 


14,856 


15,865 


10,707 


11,463 


8,013 


8,643 


6,710 


6,190 


4,041 


4,310 


3,790 


3,908 


1,834 


1,950 


1,181 


1,354 


651 


707 



380 

185 

97 

54 

35 

31 

6 

4 

3 

2 

3 



91,433 



433 

3a3 

109 

67 

38 

33 

6 

5 

3 

3 

3 



97,739 



The proportion of first children reported in Rhode Island, in 
1876, was 24.11 in each 100, and in the aggregate for twenty years 
(1857-1876), it was 24.97 in each 100. The proportion of second 
children, in 1876, was 20.63, and in the twenty years, it was 20.30. 

The following Table shows what percentage of the children born in 
each of the last ten years was the first, second, third, &c., child of 
the mother: 

The percentage of first children, in 1876, was less than in any 
previous year; the percentage of second children less than in either 
of the three years previous; but the percentages of third and fourth 
children are larger than in previous years. 
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NumiSB OF THE CHn.T>. 


1876. 

24.11 
20.63 
16.04 
12.00 
8.42 


1875. 


1874. 


1873. 


1872. 


1871. 


1870. 


1869. 


1868. 


1867. 


First 


24.37 
20.80 
14.93 
11.78 

a8i 


25.54 
21.09 
15.53 
10.97 
8.56 


26.27 
20.80 
16.88 
11.35 
8.26 


25.39 
20.36 
15.64 
11.62 
7.96 


25.86 
20.78 
16.06 
10.79 
7.86 


26.41 
20.40 
15.56 
10.33 
8.12 


25.23 
20.84 
15.02 
11.30 
8.39 


27.24 

19.83 

13.92 

11.65 

8.01 


27.78 


Second 

Third 


19.15 
14.59 


Fourth 


10.64 


Fifth 


8.94 






First to Fifth 


81.20 
18.80 


80.69 
19.31 


81.69 
18.31 


81.65 
18.46 


80.87 
19.13 


81.35 
18.65 


80.82 
19.18 


80.78 
19.22 


80.66 
19.26 


81.10 


Sixth and over 


18.90 


Total 


100. OOjlOO.OOilOO.OO^ 100.00 100.00100.00 


loe.oo'ioo.QOiioo no 


100.00 
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PLURALITY BIRTHS. 

The statistics of the plurality births in Rhode Island, in 1876, are 
given in Table III, page 6. The number of plurality cases in 1876, 
was 70, or one less than in 1875. All the cases were of twins. There 
were 27 in the city of Providence, and 28 in the towns of Providence 
county. In the 70 cases there were 33 in which the mother was 
American; 22 with Irish mothers; 6 with English or Scotch mothers; 
1 with a German mother; 8 with British American mothers. Among 
the 70 cases there were four in which there were 6 still-born children. 

During twenty-four years, from 1853 to 1876 inclusive, the births 
reported in Rhode Island were as follows: 

107,954 cases of single births giving 107,954 children. 

1,166 cases of twin births giving 2,332 children. 

17 cases of triplets giving 61 children. 

109,137 cases of child-birth giving 110,337 children. 

Of the whole number (109,137) of cases of child-birth in the twenty- 
four years, one in 93.6 produced twins, and one in 6,420 produced 
triplets. 

Of the whole number (110,337) of children born, one in 47.3 was a 
twin child, and one in 2,163 was a triplet. 

Of the whole number (1,183) of cases of plurality births, in twenty- 
four years, both parents were American in 507 cases; both were foreign 
in 574 cases; in 94 cases the parentage was mixed, and in 8 cases the 
parentage was unknown. 

Of the 2,383 children born in plurality cases, in twenty-four years, 
1,182 were males, 1,197 were females, and the sex of four was not 
stated. 
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Plurality Births and Parentafje, — In tlio City Registrar's Reports 
of Providence, the parentage of all tlie children in plurality hirtius is 
stated. In the Report for 18T0, the following statement is ^iven uixm 
this suhject: 

*^The whole nnmher of hirths in Providence, in the twenty-two 
years, 1855 to 1870 inclusive, was 39,818. The following statement 
gives the number of hirths of American, foreign and mixed parentage; 
also the number and })roportion of i)lurality cases in each class: 

American parents 15,989 hirths, of which 163 phirality cases, or 1 in 97.78 

Foreign parents 19,491 hirths, of which 289 plurality ca^es, or 1 in 67.44 

Mixed— American and Foreign 4,388 hirths, of which 61 plurality cases, or 1 in 86.39 



Total 89,818 Wirths, of which 603 plurality cases, or 1 in 79.16 

Of the 503 cases of phirality births, 32.41 per cent, were of Ameri- 
can parentage; 57.45 per cent, of foreign parentage; and 10.14 i)er 
cent, of mixed parentage. Of the whole number of births (15,930) of 
American parentage, during the twenty-two years, 1.02 in each 100 
were plurality births; of the whole number (19,491) of foreign paren- 
tage, 1.48 in each 100 were plurality births; and of the whole number 
r4,388) of mixed parentage, 1.10 in each 100 were plurality births. 
Of the total number of births (39,818), 1.20 in each 100 were plurality 
births." 

STILI/-BORN CHILDREN. 

The statistics relating to still-born children are obtained from the 
returns of deaths, though they never have been included in the statis- 
tics of deaths in these reports. The following statistics are similar to 
those given in previous reports: 

There were 223 still-born children reported in Rhode Island in 1870. 
This number is 23 less than the number in 1875, and 54 less than in 
1874. Of the whole number (223), there were 147 reported in the 
city of Providence, 12 in Woonsocket, and 12 in Bristol. Fourteen 
towns reported no still-born in 1870, or three towns less than in the 
previous year. 

Sex, — Of the 223 still-born children in 1870, there were 131 males 
and 92 females. 

Parentage, — Of the 223 still-born children, 101 were of American, 
and 122 of foreign parentage. 

Color, — Only 10 of the still-born children were colored, while 213 
were white. The number of colored was 10 less than in 1875. 

Season, — The number of still-born children reported in the several 
months of the year 1870, was as follows: 

January 25 May 23 Septemher 17 

Fehruary 17 June 14 Octoher 20 

March 20 July 16 November 11 

April 15 August 26 December... 19 

Total S23 
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SUMMARY OF STILL-BORN. 

The following Table shows the number and the sex of the still-born 
children reported in Rhode Island, during the period from June 1, 
1852, to December 31, 1871, and for each of the last five years: 



SKX. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


1878. 


1872. 


Jnnc 1, 1852, 

to 
Dec. 81, 1871. 


Total. 


Males 

Females 


181 
92 


183 
113 


172 
105 


145 
88 


128 
79 


1,848 

1,224 

52 


2,547 

1,696 

52 


Sex not stated 
















Total 


323 


246 


277 


228 


202 


8,119 


4,295 



We see from the above that, since June 1, 1852, in Rhode Island, 
4,295 cases of still-birth have been reported. Of the still-born chil- 
dren, 2,547 were males, 1,696 were females, and the sex of 52 was not 
stated. The proportions are 60.03 males, and 39.97 females in each 
100; or 150.2 males to each 100 females. The excess of males among 
the still-born children is very much greater than among the living 
children. 

Parentage, — Previous to 1859 the reports do not show the parentage 
of the stillborn children. From 1859 to 1875 inclusive, there were 
3,216 still-bom children reported in Rhode Island, of whom 1,410 
were of American parentage, 1,804 of foreign parentage, and 2 paren- 
tage not stated: total, 3216. This gives 43.87 American, and 56.13 
foreign in each 100. 

# 

It seems desirable that the parentage of the still-born children should 
be shown more particularly. We therefore begin the following Table 
for the year 1876, which shows the parentage of the still-born for that 
year. The first letter stands for the birtli-place of the father, the 
second for that of the mother. Thus A. and A. signifies that both 
father and mother were of American birth; A. and I., that the father 
was of American and the mother of Irish birth, &c. A. — American; 
I. — Irish; E. — English; B. A. — British American; S. — Scotch; G. — 
German; It. — Italian; W. I. — West Indian; F. — French. 



A. and A 88 

Land 1 67 

E.andE 8 

B.A. acdB. A.... 16 

S.andS....". 2 

O.andO 2 

- 



It and It 1 

A. and 1 8 

A. and E 4 

A. andB. A 1 

I. and A 8 

E. and A 4 



B. A. and A 1 

S. and A 3 

G. and A 1 

W.I. and A 2 

S.andl 1 

B. A. and 1 1 



E. and 8 l 

I. and 8 i 

I. andE 1 

I. and B. A 1 

F.andl 1 

Total 223 
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It seems from the al)ove, that of tlio 223 still-born children reported 
in llhode Island in 1870, there were 88 both of whose i)arents were of 
American birth, G7 with both parents born in Ireland, &e. Reckon- 
ing those of mixed i)arentage according to the birth i)laces of the 
fathers, there were in all, 101 of American and 122 of foreign paren- 
tage. Of the 122 of foreign i)arentage, 78 had Irish fathers; 13 with 
English fathers; 18 with Ikitish American fathers; 6 with Scotch 
fathers; 3 with German fathers; 2 West Indian fathers; and 1 each 
with Italian and French fathers. 

Season of still-births. — The following shows the months and quar- 
ters in which the still-births occurred, as reported in Rhode Island, in 
the aggregate for twenty-four years, from 1853 to 187G inclusive: 



Still-born— TwENTT-youu Years— 1853-1876. Season. 



January 385 

February 369 

March 341 

let Quarter 1,095 



April 318 I July 869 

May 345 | August 387 

June 318 September 350 



I 



2d Quarter 981 ! 3d Quarter 1,106 



October 820 

November 361 

December 393 

4th Quarter 1,074 



First six months, 2,076; second six months, 2,180; total, 4,256. 
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MARRIAGES, 1876. 



The number of marriages reported in Rhode Island, in 1876, was 
2,253. This number was 232 less than the number in 1875, and 288 
less than in 1874. The number of marriages in each division of the 
State, in each month and eaoh quarter of the year 1876, is given in 
Table IV, page 7. 

SEASON. 

The number and percentage of the marriages in Rhode Island, in 
each quarter of the year 1876, are given in the following Table, and 
compared with the aggregate number and percentage of the aggregates 
for the twenty-three years previous, from 1853 to 1875 inclusive: 



YEARS. 



1876. 



28 Years. 
185^1875. . . 



( Number. . . . 
( Percentage 

(Number 

) Percentage 



First 
Quarter. 


Second 
Quarter. 


Third 
Quarter. 


Fourth 
Quarter. 


517 


571 


491 


674 


22.95 


25.34 


21.79 


29.92 


9,870 


10,777 


10,367 


12,964 


22.44 


24.51 


23.57 


29.48 



Whole 
Year. 



2,253 
100.00 

43,978 
100.00 



The season in which marriages are solemnized is controlled, to a 
great extent, by social and religious customs in New England. Thus, 
uniformly, I think without exception, much the largest number and 
percentage of marriages occur in the last quarter of the year, — the 
season of the annual Thanksgiving and Christmas, the season of ap- 
proaching cold. 

Almost uniformly; too, the smallest quarterly number of marriages 
is solemnized in the first quarter of the year, the season following the 
season of the greatest number; the season, also, in which Lent occurs, 
when the solemnization of marriage is disapproved of by some religious 
denominations. There are occasional exceptions to this, as in 1876, 
when the smallest number and the smallest percentage occurred in the 
third quarter of the year. 
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NATIVITY OF PERSONS MARRIED. 



The following Tal)le gives tho mimlKT of niarriagcfi, according to 
the nativity of the i)arties, for each of the last ten years, and also for 
the aggregate of nineteen years, from 1858 to 1870 inclusive: 



■ 


— 


- 
















. — . 


... 


BIRTH PLACE. 


1876. 

1 


1875. 


1874. 


1878. 


1872. 1871. 


1870. 


1869. 


1868. 


1867. 


19 years 
total. 


United States 


1,402 


1,467 


1 
1,495 1,620 


1 
1,488 1,403 


1,429 


1,358 
676 


1,464 1.470 


24,267 


Foreign Countries 


513 

1 


614 


695 702 


' 1 ' 
690 625 


635 


517 


616 


10,467 


Am. groom, for. bride.. 


1441 


191 


154 138 


155 157 


126 


99 


185 


114 


2,238 


For. groom, Am. bride. 


194 


213 


197 


170 


204 


151 


172 


161 


169 


144 


2,548 


Not stated 






















64 




1 




















Total 


2,253 

1 


2,485 


2,541 2,630 


2,537 2,336 


2,362 


2,289 


2,285 2,844 


89,579 



There is a considerable decrease in the number of marriages, among 
all classes, during the hist three years. The decrease seems, however, 
to be greater in the foreign and mixed marriages than among those 
where both pai^ties were of American birth. The number of marriages 
where both parties were of foreign birth, was less than in any one of 
the ten years previous. 

The following Table shows the percentages of American, foreign and 
mixed marriages in different years, and in the aggregate for the hist 
nineteen years, from 1858 to 187G inclusive. By mixed marriages are 
understood those in which one party was of American, and one of 
foreign birth: 



BIRTH-PLACE. 


1876. 


1875. 


1874. 


1873. 


1872. 


1871. 


1870. 


1868. 


1866. 


1864. 


1862. 


19yr8. 
total. 


United States 

For. Countries . . . 
Mixed 


62.23 
22.77 
15.00 


59.04 
24.70 
16.26 


58.84 
27.35 


61.60 
26.69 
11.71 


58.65 
27.20 
14.15 


60.06 
26.75 
13.19 


60.50 
26.88 
12.62 


64.08 
22.62 
13.30 


62.21 
25.84 
11.95 


63.33 
25.64 
11.03 


64.75 
24.95 
10.30 


61.31 
26.45 
12.24 








Total 


! i 

100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00100.00 


100.00 100.00 100.00 


100.00 


100.00 


100.00 





























The percentage of marriages with both parties bom in the United 
States, in 1876, was greater than in the aggregate for nineteen years; 
the percentage with both parties of foreign birth was much less than 
in the aggregate; and the percentage of mixed marriages was much 
greater than in the aggregate. 

The percentage of purely American man-iages, in 1876, was greater 
than in any year since 1868; the percentage of purely foreign mar- 
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riages was leaa than in any year Bince 1868; and the percentage of 
misod marriages was greater tlian in any of the years named, except 
1875. 

AQES OF PERSONS HABRIED. 

The number of persons married in certain different divisions of ages, 
in Rhode Island in 1876, is shown in Table V, page 8. The whole 
number, by sex, in each division of ages, in 1876, was as followB: 
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If we examine the Table on page 8, we find varions interesting facts, 
though the ages of the parties married are given only within periods 
of five years each. We find, for example, that two males under 30 
years of age married females between 35 and 30 years of age; two 
males between 20 and 25 married females between 35 and 40; four males 
between 25 and 30 married females between 40 and 45; 118 males 
between 25 and 30, and 23 males between 30 and 35, and sis males 
between 35 and 40, and one male between 45 and 50 married females 
under 20 years. Two males between 75 and 80 years of age married 
females between 35 and 40. 

The statistics relating to marriages, though the same as in previous 
reports, are not all that the subject merits. More definite information 
relating to the ages and other particulars of persons married, will be 
given in future reports. 

The following Table shows the number of persons married in Rhode 
Island, including both sexes, in each division of ages, in each of the 
last eleven years, from 1866 to 1876 inclusive: 
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Q 419 S13 

i iiB'i in 
a 4sa 119 



127 81 I 
148 91 
1S3 «t I 



» 4BD, 368| 1B9 1 
i 4TS ^1 ISO 1 



The number of persons, under 30 years of age, married in Rhode 
Ishmd, iu 1876, was 10 more than in 1875, hut less than in any other 
year since 1869. The nuijiher between 30 and 35 years was less than 
in any previous year given in the Table; the nnmher between 25 and 
30 was less than in any year since 1800; and generally, the numbers in 
187C were all less than in 18'?5, except under 30, between 40 and 45, 
and between 75 and 80. 

The percentages of males and females married in Rhode Island, in 
the different divisions of ages, in each of the last seventeen years, were 
as follows: 



Under ao. 20 to S5. IS to 30. BO to 40. 40 to 
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YEARS. 


Under 20. 


20 to 25. 25 to 30. 


30 to 40. 


40 to 60. 


50 & over. 


Total. 




[1860 


25.8 
29.6 
24.9 
24.9 
24.2 
22.6 
24.7 
25.4 
24.4 
24.1 
26.8 
24.6 
26.7 
25.3 
26.8 
23.9 
25.6 


• 

44.1 
42.0 
41.3 
42.6 
43.4 
42.3 
42.9 
40.5 
40.9 
40.6 
39.4 
41.9 
40.6 
40.8 
38.1 
42.1 
39.8 


17.0 
15.2 
16.7 
16.9 
17.8 
19.1 
17.4 
19.3 
18.1 
18.7 
17.9 
19.1 
18.4 
17.6 
19.3 
16.8 
17.6 


9.1 

7.8 
11.8 

9.8 
10.3 
11.0 
11.0 
10.0 
11.6 
12.1 
10.8 
10.1 

9.9 
12.0 
11.1 
11.8 
12.0 


2.6 

4.1 

4.1 

4.1 

2.9 

3.5 

2.7 

3.4 

3.3 

3.4 

3.9 

3.1 

8.2 

2.7- 

3.9 

4.0 

3.7 


1.4 
1.3 
1.2 
1.7 
1.4 
1.5 
1.3 
1.4 
1.7 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.3 
1.7 
1.3 
1.4 
1.3 


100 00 




1861 


100.00 




1862 


100.00 




1863 


100.00 




1864 


100.00 




1866 


100.00 


• 


1866 


100.00 


S 


1867 


100.00 




1868 


100.00 


a^ 


1869 


100.00 


g 


1870 


100.00 




1871 


100.00 




1872 


100.00 




1873 


100.00 






100.00 




1875 


100.00 






100 00 









The preceding Table shows tliut, on an average, about one-quarter 
of all the females who are married in Rhode Island, are under 20 years 
of age, while of the males married only one-twentieth of all are under 
20 years. About 40 in each 100 of the females married are between 
20 and 25 years of age, and the i)roportion of males married at that 
age is nearly the same. Of all the males who are married about 28 in 
each 100 are between 25 and 30 years of age, and of all the females 
about 17 in each 100 are of that age; and of all the males married 
about 18 in each 100 are between 30 and 40 years of age, and of all 
the females about 12 in each 100 are of that age. 

Great variations will be noticed in the proportions in different years: 
thus of the females married in 1865, only 22.6 in each 100 were under 
20 years of age, while of the females married in 1861, 29.6 in each 100 
were under 20. 

MARRIAGES OF COLORED PERSONS. 

There were 59 marriages of colored i)ersons in Rhode Island in 1876, 
or 17 less than in 1875, and 21 less than in 1874. The number of colored 
persons married (118), in 1876, was one in 53.1 of the colored popu- 
lation of the State, according to the census of 1875. We have already 
seen (page 50) that the proportion of all persons married in 1876, to 
the total population, was one in 57.3. 

Of the 59 marriages of colored persons, in 1876, there were 38 in 
the city of Providence; 6 in the city of Newport; 3 each in Pawtucket 
and South Kingstown; 2 each in Bristol, Scituate and Charlestown; 
and one each in Barrington, New Shoreham and Woonsocket. 



TWENTT-POUKTH BEQI8TRATI0N BEPOBT. 



[1876. 



DIVORCES, 1876. 



The number of applications for divorce, reported in 1876, was 254, 
or 37 more than in 1875. Of these, 196 were granted, or 38 more 
tlian in 1875. 

Tlie following Table shows tbe number of applieations made for 
divorce, and the number granted, in 1876, in each county in the State, 
with the cauaes alleged for the applications. Each application gen- 
erally alleges a number of causes, and not unfreqnently the causes 
given do not embrace the real cause of the desire for separation. A ' 
fancied incompatiiility, or a desire to form other alliances are often 
the true causes of tlie application lor divorce, but the law does not 
recognize those cauaes as legal, and therefore other causes are given. 
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It, seems from the above Table, that 497 cauaes were alleged in the 
196 divorcf^ granted in Rhode Island, in 1876. Of the 497 causes 
given, 381 were for "wilful desertion, " and "neglect to provide 
neeeasariea;" in 66 cases "extreme cruelty" waa one of the alleged 
causes for the application for divorce; in 51 cases " continued drunken- 
neaa;" and in 35 cases "other groas misbehavior." In fact, in only 
62 of the 196 divorces granted, was "adultery" given as the cause of 
the application, and the probability is that this, the only Scriptural 
cause for divorce, was not proved in even this small proportion of the 
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The truth is that, in too many cases, the law relating to divorce in 
Rhode Island is made subservient to the whims, caprices, or lusts of 
those seeking divorce, while the higher or Scriptural law upon the 
subject is utterly disregarded. 

It is understood that the number of divorces granted in each year,- 
as given in the table, is not confined to the divorces for which appli- 
cation is made in that year; but some of the api)lications in any par- 
ticular year are continued, and may be granted or refused in some 
other year. It may be useful, therefore, to give the number of appli- 
cations and of divorces granted in the aggregate for several years to 
show more correctly the number' of api)lications for divorce that are 
refused. The following shows the number in each of the last five 
years: 







Applications 


Divorces 


Applications 






for Divorce. 


Granted. 


refused or continued 
or withdrawn. 


1872.. 




281 


200 


81 


1878.. 




281 


173 


88 


1874.. 




276 


242 


34 


1876.. 




227 


158 


69 


1876.. 




254 


196 


58 


5 year 


8 total 


1,299 


969 


330 



The following Table shows the number of divorces granted in each 
county and in the whole State, in each of the last eight years, with 
the proportion of marriages to each divorce granted, in each year: 





Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


Newport 
County. 


Providence 
County. 


Washington 
County. 


Whole 
State. 
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1869 


10 
3 
5 
8 
6 

10 
2 
6 


10.6 
27.7 
16.8 
10.2 
16.2 
8.9 
50.0 
14.5 


12.5 

11.8 

17.9 

15.7 

9.8 

8.0 

8.8 

12.8 


6 
6 
4 
8 
8 
6 
7 
7 


27.7 
26.3 
49.7 
22.9 
21.9 
29.0 
23.4 
20.5 


120 
152 
123 
149 
131 
190 
120 
148 


13.8 
11.3 
13.3 
12.6 
14.8 
10.0 
14.9 
11.1 


11 

21 
18 
22 
6 
16 
11 
20 


15.5 

9.3 

11.4 

8.9 

33.7 

11.6 

20.5 

8.8 


162 
200 
161 
200 
173 
242 
158 
196 


14 1 


1870 

1871 


11.8 
14.5 


1872 


12.7 


1878 


15 2 


1874 


10.5 


1875 


15.7 


1876 


11.5 
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The proi)ortion of divorces granted to marriap:es soleninized, in the 
whole Stiite, in 1870, was considerably f^reater tluin in the previous 
year, and greater than in any one of the eiglit years, except in 1874. 
The proportion of divorces, in 1870, was greater tlian in 1875, in 
Bristol, Newport, Providence and Washington counties, and less in 
Kent county alone. The ligures for 1870, as conii)ared with the seven 
years previous, certainly indicate no improvement in the public senti- 
ment, the hiw, or the jmictice in the State in relation to divorces. 

It will be noticed that in the aggregate for the wliole State, the pro- 
portion of divorces granted to the number of marriages is, uniformly, 
very much greater in the even years, 1870, 1872, &e., than in the odd 
years, 1871, 1873, &c. 
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DEATHS, 1876. 



There were 4,116 deaths rejiorted in the State of Rliode Island dur- 
ing the year 1876. This numl)er was 201 less than in 1875, and 113 
less than in 1874. The rate of mortality in 1876, as already seen on 
page 52, was one death in 62.7, or 15.90 in each 1,000 of the popula- 
tion of the State, according to the census of 1875. The rate in 1875 
was one death in 59.8, or 10.7 in each 1,000; and in 1874 it was one 
in 61.1, or 16.4 in each 1,000. 

The deaths for the wliole State include those in the city of Provi- 
dence, which contains about two-tiftlis of the poi)ulation of the State. 
Deducting the i)opulati()n and mortality of tlie city from the State, 
we find in the State, outside of the city, that there were 2,?51 deaths 
in 1876, in a population of 157,564; or one death in 70, or 14.28 in 
each 1,000 of the inhabitants. 

In the city of Providence, in 1876, there were 1,865 deatlis in a 
population of 100,675 by the census of 1875. This gives, in tlie city, 
in 1876, one death in 54, or 18.50 in each 1,000 of the poi)ulation. 

This large difference in mortality between the city and the rest of 
the State is not altogether correct. It is to be regretted; but in some 
towns in the State the deaths are not fully rei)()rted, and of course the 
rate of mortality given is not altogether correct. It is to be expected 
that a country population, with a small i)ercentage of children, will 
show a less rate of mortality than a city, or than a large village. We 
find that in some towns in the State, the rate of mortality was as great 
or even greater in 1876, than in the city of Providence. In Warren 
and Hopkinton, the rate was nearly the same, but slightly greater tluin 
in the city. But in Cranston, Glocester, Woon^ocket and Richmond, 
the rate of mortality was decidedly greater in 1876, than in the city. 

SEX OF DECEDENTS. 

There were 1,969 males and 2,147 females in the 4,116 decedents in 
Ehode Island, in 1876. This is equal to 91.7 males to each 100 
females; or 47.83 males and 52.17 females in each 100 decedents. 

The following Table shows the number and proportion of males and 
females, among the decedents, and also among the children born in 
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Rhode Island, during the ten years from IH^^tl] to 1H(;2 inehisive, and 
in each of tlie fourteen years from IHOiJ to 1870 inelusive, for the 

ft ^ 

whole period of twenty-four years: 

10 years, 1853-1862 10,980 males 11,269 females or 96.9 males to 100 females. 

1863 1,621 males 1,586 females or 102.2 males to 100 females. 

1861 1,633 males 1,727 females or 91.5 males to 100 females. 

1865 l,H»i males* 1,719 females or 98.1 malen to 100 females. 

1866 1,497 males 1,473 females or 101.6 malen to 100 females. 

1867 1,442 males 1,447 females or 99.7 males to 100 females. 

1868 1,413 males 1.499 females or 94.3 males to 100 females. 

1869 1,696 mah'S 1,686 females or 100.6 males to 100 females. 

1870 1,588 males 1,650 females or 96.2 males to 100 females. 

1871 1,621 males 1,723 females or W.l males to 100 females. 

1872 2,118 males 2,129 females or 99.4 males to 100 females. 

1873 2,166 males 2,237 females or 95.5 males to 100 females. 

1874 2,111 males 2,118 females or 997 mules lo 100 females. 

1875 2,108 males* 2,209 females or 95.4 males to 100 females. 

1876 1,969 males 2,147 females or 91.7 males to 100 females. 



QQ 

Eh 

< 

P 



cc 

pa 

Eh 

n 



24 years 35,599 males 36,619 females or 97.2 males to 100 females. 

10 years, 1853-1862 18,377 males 17,260 females or 106.4 males to 100 females. 

1863 1,892 males 1,788 females or 105.8 males to 100 females. 

1864 1,949 males 1,942 females or 100.3 males to 100 females. 

1865 2,096 males 1,857 females or 112.9 males to 100 females. 

1866 2,546 males 2.356 females or 108.1 males to 100 females. 

1867 2,655 males 2,464 females or .107.7 males to 100 females. 

1868 2,745 males 2,627 females or 104.5 males to 100 females. 

1869 2,685 males 2,560 females or 104.9 males to 100 females. 

1870 2,679 males 2,5:J6 females or 105.6 males to 100 females. 

1871 2,878 males 2,800 females or 102.8 males to 100 females. 

1872 3.065 males 3,058 females or 100.9 males to 100 females. 

1873 3,135 males 2,887 females or 108.6 males to 100 females. 

1874 3,311 males 3,155 females or 104.9 males to 100 females. 

1875 3,362 males 3,146 females or 106.9 males to 100 females. 

1876 3,291 males 3,038 females or 108.3 males to 100 females. 



24 years 56,68« males 53,474 females or 106.0 males to 100 females. 

Among the decedents there were 130 less males and 62 less females 
in 1876 than in 1875; among the children born there were 71 less 
males and 108 less females in 187G than in 1875. The proportion of 
males was less among decedents and greater among the children born 
in 1876 than in 1875. 

In the aggregate for twenty-four years, and in nearly all the separate 
years, there is a considerable excess of females among the decedents 
and a still larger excess of males among the children born. 

In Massachusetts, during eleven years, 1865 to 1875 inclusive, 
among the childreii born there were 219,373 males and 207,315 fe- 
males, or 105.8 males to each 100 females; or 51.41 males and 48.59 
females in each 100 children born. 

Among the decedents, in the same period, there were 157,568 males 
and 157,303 females, or 100.2 males to each 100 females; or 50.04 
males and 49.96 females in each 100 decedents. 
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It will bo noticed that the proportion of males in Miissiic^husetts is 
less among the children born, and considerably greater among the 
decedents than in Rhode Island. 

SEASON AND MORTALITY. 

The number of deaths, and tlic sex of tlic decedents, in each month 
of the year 1876, in each division of the State, are given in Table VI, 
on page 9. 

The following synopsis of that Table, shows the number and per- 
centage of the deaths in Rhode Island, in each cpiarter of each of the 
last four years, and also in the aggregate for twenty years, 1853 to 
1872 inclusive: 



SEASON. 



January to March . . . 

April to Jane 

July to September. . . 
October to December 

Total 



1876. 



a 

d 
525 



948 

942 

1,249 

977 



a> 

Pi 



22.89 
30.34 
23.74 



1875. 



B 



28.03 1,101 



912 
1,244 
1,060 



a 
u 

Ph 



21.13 
28.82 
24.55 



1874. 



a 

525 



a 
u 

Ph 



26.50 977 23.10 



1,045' 24.71 

I 

1,185! 28.02 



1,022 



24.17 



1873. 



1853-1872. 



S 



a 
u 



I 





1,048, 23.80,12,736 23.07 



a 
a> 
u 



1,070 24.30 
1,276 28.98 
1,009 22.92 



11,586' 20.98 
17,193 31.14 



13,699 



24.81 



4,116100.00 4,317,100.00 4,229,100.00 4,403 100.00 55,214 100.00 



The percentage of mortality, in 1876, was less in the first and fourth 
quarters of the year and greater in the second and third quarters. 
The percentage in 1876, was almost exactly the same as in the aggre- 
gate for twenty years, in the first quarter, was greater than the average 
in the second quarter, and was less than the average in the third and 
fourth quarters. 

The rule in regard to the season of mortality is well established in 
Rhode Island; the greatest percentage of deaths being in the third 
quarter of the year. There are rare exceptions to this on account of 
an unusual prevalence of scarlatina in the spring. Generally, the 
least percentage of deaths is in the second cfuarter of the year, though 
there are occasional exceptions to this rule. 

It may be useful to examine the difference between the city and the 
country in regard to the season of mortality. The following shows 
the number and the percentage of deaths, in each quarter of the year 
1876, in the city of Providence and in the rest of the State separately; 
and also shows the percentage of deaths, in each quarter of the year, 
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in the city of Providence, for twenty-one years, 1855 to 1875 inclusive, 
and in the whole State, including the city, for twenty years, 1853 to 
1872 inclusive: 



SEASON. 



January— March 

April— June 

July— September. . . 
October— December 

Whole Year 



1876. 



Providence. 



In 

o 



883 
419 
673 
490 



1,865 



Reat of State. 







*» 


.• 


1 


1 


h 


a 


O 


a 


20.64 


^ 


665 


28.47 


523 


30.72 


676 


26.27 


487 


100.00 


2,251 



In 



26.10 
28.23 
30.03 
21.64 



100.00 



1856-1875. 



1861^1872. 



ProTldence. 



In 



6,184 
5,627 
7,708 
6,158 



26,672 



Whole State. 



*i 


• 


s 


J§ 


a> 


s 




Ph 


^ 


24.09 


12,786 


21.92 


11,586 


80.00 


17,198 


28.99 


13,699 


100.00 


65,214 






23.07 
20.96 
81.14 
24.81 

100.00 



It will be seen that in the year 1876, there were very great differ- 
ences in the percentages of mortality, in the different quarters of the 
year, the largest percentage, after the third quarter, in Providence, 
being the smallest in the rest of the State, and the smallest percentage 
in Providence being the largest except one in the rest of the State. 
In the longer periods of time, there are considerable differences in the 
percentages in Providence and in the whole State, though as the whole 
State includes the city, the differences are not fully shown. We will 
hereafter prepare tables showing more exactly the differences in the 
mortality between the city and the rest of the State. 

The percentage in the third quarter of the year, however, is quite 
uniform, and uniformly the largest in all the periods named in the 
Table, and in both city and State. 

The following Table shows the order of the months in relation to 
the number of deaths, in each of the last five years: 



1876. 

August 

July 

December. . . . 

March 

September.. . 

October 

May 

April , 

February 

January. ... 
November... 
June 



1875. 

469 August 471 

444 September.... 419 

348 February 392 

341 January 363 

336 December 358 

334 November 357 

882 July 854 

329 March 346 

312 October 345 

295 May 838 

295 April 314 

281 June 265 



1874. 

August 436 

September.... 386 

April 384 

July 363 

October 369 

May 352 

January 351 

December.... 339 

November 324 

March 820 

June 809 

February 306 



1873. 

August 462 

July 418 

September.... 396 

May 387 

January 364 

April 363 

March 854 

December 843 

October 342 

February 330 

November 324 

June 820 



1872. 

July 606 

August 500 

September . . . 464 
December.... 848 

March 832 

October 829 

April 324 

November . . . 313 

May 810 

February .... 297 

June 274 

January....;. 256 
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The order of the months in 1876, was the greatest number of deaths 
in August and the least number in June. This is, perhaps, the estab- 
lished order in the State of Rhode Island, as it is, certainly, the es- 
tablished order in the city of Providence. But there are occasional 
exceptions to this rule in the State, and very great and frequent 
changes in the order of the remaining months of the year. It is 
probable that the order of the months in regard to the number of 
deaths, in the whole State, is largely influenced by the order in the 
city, and that, taken separately, the order in the city is quite different 
from that of the rest of the State. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths and the order of 
the months, in regard to the number of deaths according to parentage, 
in the city of Providence, in the aggregate of the deaths for twenty- 
one years, 1856 to 1876 inclusive: 



American Parentage. 

1. Angnet 1,839 

2. September 1,188 

8. July 1,181 

4. January 1,160 

6. March 1,139 

6. December 1,133 

7. February 1,106 

8. April 1,103 

9. November 1,060 

10. October 1,046 

11. May 1,039 

12. June 866 

Total 13,359 



Foreign Parentage. 

1. August 1,538 

2. July 1,408 

3. September 1,283 

4. October 1,110 

5. December 1,036 

6. November 1,033 

7. April 1,016 

8. March 1,000 

9. January 986 

10. February 964 

11. May 916 

12. June 898 

Total 13,187 



Total American and Foreign. 

1. August 2,877 

2. July 2,589 

3. September 2,471 

4. December 2,169 

5. October 2,166 

6. January 2,146 

7. March 2,139 

8. April 2,119 

9. November 2,093 

10. February 2,070 

11. May 1,955 

12. June 1,764 

Total 26,546 



It will be noticed that these three columns agree in the highest and 
lowest number of deaths, and also, in that respect, agree with the 
general rule for the State. But if we examine the Table, we find 
that, according to parentage, the order of the months is the same 
only in regard to three months: the first, eleventh and twelfth. In 
regard to the other months, the number of decedents of American and 
of foreign parentage differs widely. The column of American paren- 
tage corresponds with that of the total mortality in five months only, 
while the column of foreign parentage corresponds with the total in 
six months of the twelve. In the column of foreign parentage, the 
six months of the greatest number of deaths are exactly the last six 
months of the year, though not in their established order, and in the 
column of total mortality, the first six months are the same with one 
exception. In the column of American parentage the order is quite 
different. 
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It seems to be evident that in the whole State, the order of the 
months in regard to tlio number of deatlis is modified and changed 
somewhat by the order of the montha in this respect in tlie city, the 
mortality of the city being included in that of the whole State. 

It also seems evident that, in the city, the order of the months in 
regard to mortality is modified and regulated, to a considerable extent, 
by the number of decedents of foreign parentage. 

PABENTAOE OF DECEDENTS. 

If we reckon the parentage of decedents according to the birth- 
places of their fathers, we find that there were in 1876, in Rhode 
Island, 2,150 decedents of American, and l,96fJ of foreign parentage: 
total, 4,116. 

The following eight towns reported no decedents of American paren- 
tage in 1876, viz.: Barrington, West Greenwich, Jamestown, Mid- 
dletown. New Shoreham, Foster, Charleatown and Exeter. Four 
other towns reported each five or less decedents of foreign parentage, 
viz. : Little Compton, Portsmouth, Gloeester and Richmond. 

Eight towns in the State reported more decedents of foreign than of 
American parentage, viz.: Cranston, Cumberland, Lincoln, North 
Providence, North Smithfield, Pawtucket, Woonsocket and Provi- 
dence, all in Providence county. In Lincoln and North Smithfield, 
there were more than twice as many decedents of foreign as of Ameri- 
can parentage; in Woonsocket more than three times as many. In 
the city of Providence, there were 115 more decedents of foreign than 
of American parentage. 

The following Table shows the number and percentage of decedents 
of American and of foreign parentage, in each of the last five years, 
and also in the aggregate for eighteen years previous to 1876, or from 
1863 to 1875 inclusive: 
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In some of the earlier years there were 559 decedents reported of whom 
the parentage was not given. These are omitted from the above Table. 
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The percentages of American and of foreign decedents seem to vary 
greatly from year to year; thus in the five years given above, the per- 
centage of foreign decedents varies from 40.70 in 1873 to 47.76 in 
1876. It is difficult to explain these changes. 

AGE OF DECEDENTS. 

Tables I and VII give information relating to the ages of the de- 
cedents in Rhode Island, in 1876, the first Table showing the aggre- 
gate and the average age of tlie decedents of each sex, in each town 
and other division of the State, and the seventh Table showing the 
number of decedents of each sex, in each division of ages, in each 
town in the State. 

The averager age of all the male decedents in the State, in 1876, was 
31.47 years, and of all the female decedents, 33.21 years. These 
figures are larger than in the previous year. The highest average age, 
in any town, of the male decedents, was 72.17 years, in Jamestown; 
the lowest average age of male decedents was 19.22 years, in North 
Providence. Tlie highest average age in any town, of the female 
decedents, was 90 years in Little Compton; but there was only one 
female decedent reported in 1876. The lowest average age of female 
decedents in any town, was 13.60 years in North Providence. 

In the city of Providence, the average age of the total decedents, in 
1876, was 28.41 years. There were five towns in the State in which 
the average age of the decedents was less tlian in tlie city of Provi- 
dence. These towns were East Providence, 25.11 years; Johnston, 
26.92 years; Lincoln, 25.55 years; North Providence, 17.21 years; 
and Woonsocket, 27.06 years. 

The following Table shows the average age of the decedents in each 
of the larger divisions of the State, in each of the last five years, and 
also in the aggregate of each of three periods of five years each, previous 
to 1872: 



DinSIONS OF THE STATE. 



Bristol County 

Kent County 

Newport County 

Providence County, Towns 

Providence City 

Washington County 

WholeState 

11 



1876. 



39.53 
39.39 
39.17 
31.69 
28.41 



1875. 



29.90 
35.77 
45.94 
30.19 
28.57 



43.09 37.17 



32.37 



31.27 



1874. 



1873. 



1872. 



1868-1872. 
5 years. 



33.09! 33.72 31.23 



32.06, 38.50 



43.94 
28.66 
26.90 
40.78 



29.86 



33.37 
24.50 
24.09 
41.29 



27.42 



33.10 
37.61 
26.90 
28.53 
40.10 



29.77 



35.12 
34.77 
40.04 
25.26 
25.45 
39.67 



81.66 



1863-1867., 1858-1862. 
5 years. 5 years. 



34.78 
35.81 
33.54 
29.16 
28.50 
30.87 



30.75 



35.56 
32.15 
35.01 
28.44 
25.78 
34.21 



29.42 
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The year 1870, aa seen in the precedinfi Table, was renmrkuble for 
the high avemge age of the doecdents in Rhode Island. The iiverage 
age of the decedents in the whole State, us well aa in Bristol, Kent, 
Providence and Washington counties, was gi-eater than in any pro- 
ceding year, or aeries of years given in the Tabic. In Xcwjxirt county, 
and in Providence city, the average age of the decedents was not so 
great aa in some previous years. 

PERCENTAGES OF DECEnENTS AT DIFFERENT AGES, 

The following Table shows the jwrcentages of decedents in each 
division of ages, in each of the last ten years, and in the aggregate for 
two periods; one of ten years and seven months from June 1st, 185a, 
to December 31st, 18G2, inclusive; the other from 18G3 to 1872 in- 
clusive: 



PEBioHorLm. 


,™. 


„.. 


,™. 


1873. 


isa. 


... 


,^ 


18SB. 


IMS. 


IfiG7. 


1872. 


IKAl-. 
1868. 


lI-deMy.„.... 


1B.S 


saB 


19.lt 


1B.3 


ia,8 


18,8 


»0,0 


17.8 


IB.O 


1 
17,8 


18.0 


17.6 


lundiiuaffra.... 


T.4 


6.8 


7.8 


9.8 




6,1 


1.9 


8,1 


7.a 


" 




9.8 


aandundcrS.... 


7.0 


7.0 


9.4 


8.1 


B,l 


6.7 


6,1 


8.8 


«.o 


H 


7.9 


g.6 


Totnl under B..., 


sa.fl 


a.6 


.7.. 


... 


36.3 


„,. 


38.4 


84,7 


33,4 


!1B,S 


33.7 
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4:* 


4.0 


B.7 


B.a 


8.7 


3.3 


8.3 


B,7 


3,6 


H 


4.6 


6.0 
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D.1 


B.B 


fS.O 


B.9 


B.B 


BJt 


B.t 


0.9 


4.8 


6.8 


B.S 


SO and under 30.. 


9.1 


9.S 


a7 


9.1 


0,9 




m 


8.8 


9.7 


„. 


9.7 
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8.1 
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40aDdiii]dai90.. 
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fl.S 
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9.3 


8.0 


7.8 
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8.S 


SB 


&a 


8.1 


«, 


S.J 


.. 


6.9 


70 and under 80. . 


B.8 


a.< 


8.1 


S,3 


7,7 


B.8 


9.1 


8,1 




9.1 




7.3 


eOandandBTBO- 


B.a 


6.0 


4.7 


4.S 


0,4 


0.0 


8.7 


4.7 


6.6 


6.J 


'^ 


4.6 


BOBBdover 




1.8 


i.a 


1.0 




1.8 


0.8 


0,9 


1.3 


tSj 


'■■1 


1.0 


TuWI 


100,0 


100,0 


100.0 


,00.0 


100.0 


100,0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


H 




100.0 



The percentage of decedents under five years of age, in 1876, was 

slightly less than in 1875, and leas than in any year since 1871. On 

an average a little more than one-third of the decedents in Rliode 

Island are under five years of age, and about one-fifth of all are under 

. one year. 
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The percentage of decedents over sixty years of age, in 1876, was 
greater than in 1875, and greater than the average in the State. 
About one-fourtli of all tlie decedents in Rhode Island, on an average, 
are sixty years of age and over. 

But the percentages of decedents in different periods of life are 
affected by numerous circumstances, and differ very much in different 
places, and even among different classes of population in the same 
place. 

This is illustrated in a marked manner in different phices in the 
small State of Rliode Island. Tlius, in a town where there is a large 
number of young children living, there are sure to be a large number 
and percentage of decedents under five years of age; and if there is a 
large percentage under five years, the percentage at other periods of 
life must be reduced. 

Again, in a town where there are no large villages and a very small 
percentage of young children living, there will be a very small per- 
centage of decedents under five years of age, and a correspondingly 
increased percentage at other periods of life. 

The following shows the perceritage of decedents at different periods 
of life, in 1876, in different places in Rliode Island, and among dif- 
ferent classes of the population: 



Under 1 year. Under 6 years. 5 to 20. 


20 to 50. 50 & over. 


1876. Percent. Percent. Percent. 

• 


Per cent Per cent. 


State iMales 22.01 36.58 8.87.... 

of }■ 
Rhode Island, ) Females 17.29 31.63 9.77 


21.75 32.80 


25.61 32.99 


Total 19.5 33.9 9.4 


23.7 33.0 


City of Providence 20.80 38.98 8.90 


... .24.83 27.29 


Town of West Greenwicli 7.70 15.39 0.00 ... 


0.00 84.61 


City ) Am. Parentage 18.86 34.29 9.37 

of V 
Providence, ) For. Parentage 22.53 43.13 8.49 


21.60 34.74 


27.68 20.70 


Town of Lincoln 24.85 40.61 13.33 


21.21 24.85 


Town of Richmond 23.53 35.29 5.88 


14.71 44.12 



Very great differences will be noticed in the percentages of de- 
cedents, at different periods of life, in different towns and in different 
classes of the population. Under one year of age the percentages vary 
from 7.70 in AVest Greenwich to 24.85 in Lincoln; the percentage of 
female decedents, under one year, in the whole State is 4. 72 less than 
that of males; the percentage of decedents of foreign parentage, under 
one year, in Providence, is 3.67 greater than that of the decedents of 
American parentage; the percentage, under one year, in the city of 
Providence, is 4.05 less than in the town of Lincoln. 



84 



TWENTY-FOURTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1876. 



The percentage of decedents, under 5 years of age, varies from 
15.39 in West Greenwich, to 40.61 in Lincoln; and the percentage 
of decedents of American parentage, under 5 years, in Providence, is 
8.84 less than that of decedents of foreign parentage. 

Numerous other differences will be noticed in the Table, and it is 
an interesting study to examine them and discover the reasons for 
them. 

COLORED DECEDENTS. 

The statistics of the births, marriages and deaths among the col- 
ored population in Rhode Island are of very considerable interest, 
and are helping to solve problems of very great importance, not only 
to the colored, but also to the white population. The colored popu- 
lation in Rhode Island is proportionally larger than in the other New 
England States, and it has, therefore, seemed desirable in these re- 
ports, from the beginning, to give quite particularly the vital statis- 
tics of this population. 

There were 156 deaths among the colored population of Rhode 
Island in 1876, or 13 less than in 1875. The number of deaths of 
colored persons in the several towns in the State, was as follows: 
Providence City, 110; Cranston and Newport, 8 each; East Green- 
wich, 6; Warwick, Charlestown and South Kingstown, 3 each; Bris- 
tol, AVarren, Pawtucket and North Kingstown, 2 each; Jamestown, 
Middletown, Burrillville, Woonsocket, Hopkinton, Richmond and 
Westerly, 1 each. 

Sex, — Of the 156 colored decedents, in 1876, in the whole State, 
81 were males, and 75 were females. 

Season. — The deaths in 1876, among the colored population, oc- 
curred as follows: 



Months. Deaths. 

January 17 

February 11 

March 14 

Ist Quarter 42 



Months. 
April..., 

May 

June 



Deaths. 

11 

.. .. 12 
16 



2d Quarter 39 



Months. Deaths. 

July 14 

August 19 

September... 14 

8d Quarter 47 



Months. Deaths. 

October 9 

November 9 

December 10 

4th Quarter 28 



First six months, 81 ; second six months, 75. 



Age. — The average age of the colored decedents in Rhode Island, in 
1876, was as follows: 



Colored Males, average. . . 
Colored Females, average. 



Providence City. Best of State. Whole State. 

. . .26.4® years 44.81 years 31.69 years. 

, . . .38.22 years 81.30 years 82.71 years. 
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The remarkable rtiEEereiiee will be noticed in the average age of the 
two sexes, in Providence city and in tlie " Rest of the State." 

SUMMARY OF COLOKED POPUI^TIOS. 

The nnmber of births, marriages and deaths among the colored 
population of Rhode Island, in tJic several divisions of the State, in 
1876, ia given in the following Table, compared with the eoloi-ed popu- 
lation in each division, as found by the State census of 1875: 





1 


1 
Baam.im. 


18TO. 


D«iiB^ im. 


COONTIBB. 


i 


5 


j 


il 


1 


1; 




MS 
SB 

i.(m 
8,«r 


s 
11 

IS 




a 

7 
6 
S8 
S 


n.e 

15.1 

7s.e 


4 

IS 
11 






38 

4S 
36 


fi 


























Whole SUte 


«, 


m 


... 


69 


»., 


IM 


40.1 



In 1875 there was, in the whole State, one birth in 40.2 of the 
colored population; one person married in 41.3; one death in 37.1. 

The difference between the white and colored population, in the 
vital statistics of the year 1876, may be seen as follows: 



WhIM* One child bornld 



le perean married In 5T.4; oi 



■■ death In 68.6. 
, death In 40.1. 



In regard to births and marriages, the colored population, for this 
year. Seems to present more favorable figures than the whites; but in 
regard to deaths in this year, and in all years, the facts are decidedly 
unfavorable to the colored. 

The following Table shows the number of births, marriages and 
deaths among the colored population of Rhode Island in each of the 
last sixteen years, from 1861 to 1876 inclusive: 
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1861. 
1862. 
1863. 
1864. 
1865. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
1869. 
1870. 
1871. 
18T2. 
1878. 
1874. 
1876. 
1876. 



COLORED POPULATION. 

. 97 births 80 marriages. 

. 96 births 28 marriages. 

. 78 births 68 marriages. 

, 69 births 85 marriages . 

, 87 births 51 marriages. 

, 124 births 65 marriages. 

.144 births 61 marriages. 

.147 births 84 marriages. 

. 136 births 70 marriages. 

.158 births 70 marriages. 

.146 births 64 marriages. 

.171 births . .76 marriages. 

.163 births 69 marriages. 

. 170 birtlis 80 marriages. 

.156 births 76 marriages. 

.170 births 59 marriages. 



,109 deaths. 
. 90 deaths. 
. 104 deaths. 
.121 deaths. 
.129 deaths. 
. 123 deaths. 
.105 deaths. 
.111 deaths. 
.133 deaths. 
.128 deaths. 
.116 deaths. 
184 deaths. 
160 deaths. 
.151 deaths. 
.169 deaths. 
. 156 deaths. 



Total 2,107 births 981 marriages 2,089 deaths. 

In sixteen years the colored population in Rhode Island shows an 
increase of only 18, by the excess of births over the deaths; and in 
six of the sixteen years there is a considerable excess of deaths. Though 
the colored population in Rhode Island has been, perhaps, more favor- 
ably situated for prosperity and elevation than in the other Northern 
States, the statistics show what we have had occasion to remark at 
other times, that the colored population is not self-sustaining in this 
State, and that its number is kept up only by immigration. 

There is always a tendency to reduce the number of facts relating 
to the colored population, by omitting to mark all the colored persons 
as colored. This source of error is constant, though constant care is 
taken to prevent it. 
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The statistics of the causes of death in Ehode Island, in 1876, are 
given in various relations, in Tables VIII, IX and X. The whole 
number of deaths reported in 1876, as we have already seen, was 
4,116. The number from known causes was 3,903, leaving 213 deaths 
of which the cause was not stated in the returns. This number of 
unknown was six more than in the previous year. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths in 1876, in each 
division of the State, and the number and percentage in each division 
of which the cause was unknown : 



1876. 



Number of Deaths 
Cause not stated . 

One in 











o 


Bristol 
County. 


Kent 
County. 


Newport 
County, 
Towns. 


Newport 
City. 


Providenc 
County, 
Towns. 


162 


239 


93 


203 


1,234 


14 


30 


8 


8 


124 


11.5 


7.9 


11.6 


25.3 


9.9 



0) 

a 






1,865 
15 



124.3 



d 
« o 



320 

14 



22.8 



08 
« 

.d 



4,116 
213 



19.3 



It is greatly to be regretted that the value of the records of deaths 
should be so much impaired by the deficiency and incorrectness of the 
returns, especially in regard to the causes of death. In any county or 
town where one in ten or twelve of the causes of death are reported as 
unknown, it is certain that there is neglect in the observance of the 
provisions of the law. 

To show more clearly the facts upon this subject, the following Table 
is continued from previous reports, though the facts presented by the 
Table are not agreeable to those who feel interested in having perfect 
and correct statistics. 

The Table shows the proportion of deaths reported as *^ cause un- 
known," in each division of the State, and in the whole State, in each 
of the last fourteen years, from 1863 to 1876 inclusive: 
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DEATHS, CAUSES UNKNOWN. 



YEARS. 



1863, One in. 

1864, One in. 

1865, One in. 

1866, One in. 

1867, One in. 

1868, One in. 

1869, One in. 

1870, One in. 

1871, One in. 

1872, One in 
1878, One in. 

1874, One in. 

1875, One in. 

1876, One in. 



OS* 

" S 

•Eg 



16.5 

67.0 

64.8 

163.0 



83.2 
41.2 



151.0 
13.8 



54.0 
55.0 
11.5 



V 






11.2 

12.6 

27.4 

11.4 

13.6 

5.0 

5.8 

19.3 

81.2 

5.8 

16.0 

15.2 

7.4 

7.9 



O ti 
IS 



25.5 
11.6 
18.4 
22.4 
84.5 
20.8 
52.8 
23.6 
7.9 
10.0 
25.4 
14.0 
15.6 
18.5 






6.9 

8.5 

8.2 

9.5 

7.4 

5.2 

5.3 

11.8 

8.4 

6.8 

9.8 

17.2 

13.7 

9.9 



a . 



46.7 
45.7 
56.0 
45.0 
64.0 
46.2 
88.6 
90.2 
88.6 
72.8 

102.5 
73.7 
91.2 

124.3 



a 
.2 o 



^ 



24.7 
47.6 
32.9 
23.3 
14.8 
10.1 
16.1 
26.9 
9.8 
9.8 
27.5 
21.2 
11.9 
22.8 



0) 
GQ 

o 



14.7 
16.1 
16.4 
17.3 
14.8 
10.1 
11.3 
23.6 
13.0 
11.3 
20.3 
27.8 
20.9 
19.3 



In the whole State, the proportion of *^ unknown causes " varies 
from one in 27.8 in 1874, to one in 10.1 in 1868. In Bristol county 
the proportion of unknown varies from nothing in three of the four- 
teen years, to one in 11.5 in 1876. In Kent county the proportion is 
generally large, though it varies from one in 81.2 in 1871, to one in 5 
in 1868. In Newport county, from one in 52.8 in 1869, to one in 7.9 
in 1871. In the towns of Providence county, the proportion for the 
whole is always very large, varying only from one in 17.2 to one in 
5.2. In Providence city, the proportion varies from one in 124.3 in 
1876, to one in 45 in 1866. In Washington county, the changes are 
from one in 47.6 in 1864, to one in 9.8 in 1871 and 1872. 



PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following Table gives the number of deaths from eaoh of thir- 
teen principal causes, showing the order in regard to number, in eaoh 
of the last three years, and also in the aggregate of deaths for twenty- 
one years and seven months, from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 
1873: 
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1876. 



1876. 



Whole Nnmber.... 4,116! Whole Nnmhcr.... 4,317 



1874. 



Whole Number .... 4,329 



June let, 1852, to Dec. 
3l8t, 1873—21 yrs. 7 mos. 



Whole Number 60,285 



Consamption 655 Consumption 650 



Consumption 539 Consumption 10,122 



Pneumonia and Pneumonia and 
Conges. Lungs.. 839. Conges. Lungs.. 400 Scarlatina 468>01d Age 3,370 



Cholera Infantum. 250 Cholera Infantum . 818 Cholera Infantum . 265 Pneumonia 8,221 



Old Age 241,01dAge 



216 



Pneumonia and 
Conges. Lungs, 



Apoplexy and 
Faralysii 



*aralysis. 



250 Cholera Infantum . 2,910 

i 

223 Scarlatina 2,561 

! ' Fevers, Typhoid, 
165 Scarlatina 185 Diseases of Heart. 214, &c 2,376 



Diseases of Heart. 166 Diseases of Heart. 186. Old Age 



Diphtheria. 



.Fevers, Typhoid, 
150' &c 



Apoplexy and 
170 Paralysis.... 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
&c 



Accidents (all 
kinds) 



Apoplexy and 
126 Paralysis.... 



Fevers, Typhoid, 
166 &c 



156 Heart, Disease of. . 3,081 

I 

146 Dysentery 1,987 



, Accidents (all 
114; kinds) 



I 

' Accidents (all 
130 kinds) 



Apoplexy and 
130 Paralysis.... 



Cancer (all kinds). 106 



Convulsions and 
Fits 



100 



Croup 102Croup. 



Convulsions and 
Fits 



Accidents (all 
95 kinds) 



96 Cancer (all kinds). 



Convulsions and 
87i Fits 



Convulsions and I 

Fits 89 Cancer (all kinds). 



Scarlatina 90 Diarrhoea 



95 Croup 

I 

I 
70 Diphtheria. 



65 Croup. 

I 



59 Hydrocephalus. . . . 



1,911 
1,863 
1,363 
1,235 
1,003 



Consumption, in 1870, as well as always in every year, in Kliocle 
Island, leads the list in tlie number of its victims, and in the wliole 
period, its number of victims is more than tliree times as great as from 
any other cause. Scarlatina, which was next to Con8umi)tion in 1874, 
was the sixth in the list in 1875, and lowest of the thirteen in 187G. 
Diphtheria, whicli was lowest of the tliirteen in 1874, was number 
eight in 1876, and will i)rol)ably be next to Consumption in 1877. 

The following Tal)le, on the next page, shows the sex, parentage, 
and ages of the decedents, witli the season and tlie locality of their 
deaths, from sixteen of the most important causes of death, in Rhode 
Island, in 1876. 

In previous reports '^Meningitis" was included, wliich is omitted in 
this Table. But ^^lirain. Diseases of" is inserted in tliis Table, and 
includes Brain, Diseases of, 42; Brain, Congestion of, 24; and Brain, 
Inflammation of, 80. Total, 146. 
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In commonting upon tlie causes of dciitli, we sluill take tliem in 
alphabetical order, noticing tliose included in the preceding Table, and 
a few others tliat seem to be inip(n*tant, eitlier from the number of 
their victims, or from otlier reasons. 

ACCIDENTAL DEATHS. 

There were 114 deaths reported in 1870, from accidental causes. In 
1875, there were 130, and in 1874, there were 120. Of the whole 
number, 114, in 1870, there Avere 55 in Providence city, 30 in the 
towns of Providence countv, and 29 in all the rest of the State. Of 
the decedents by accidental deaths, in 1870, there were 20 under 5 
years of age, 13 between 5 and 10, and 40 between 20 and 50 years. 
There were 83 males and 31 females, showing the greater dangers to 
which the male sex is subjected. There were 41 of American and 73 
of foreign parentage. The number of deaths in each quarter, in 1870, 
from accidents, was as follows: First quarter, 23; second quarter, 32; 
third quarter, 33; fourth quarter, 20; total, 114. 

The various accidents reported as the causes of the 114 deaths in the 
State, in 1870, were as follows: Accidents (various), 30 ; asi)hyxia, 
9; burns and scalds, 12; drowning, 37; falls, 12; poisoning, 4; rail- 
road accidents, 10. Among the *^ various" accidental deaths were: 
Crushed in a well, by a derrick, by a building, by a counter, 1 each; 
injury at birth, 2; caught by a shiift, 2; explosion of steam boiler, 2; 
gas explosion, gunshot wound, kindling fire with kerosene, struck by 
lightning, playing ball, 1 each. Among the suffocated, WTre 2 by 
smoke and one by a gas stove. Among the poisoned, were by opium, 
by laudanum, by morphine, by sumac, 1 each. The percentage of 
deaths from accidental causes, in the wdiole State, in 1870, was 2.94; 
the extremes were 0. 08 per cent, in Bristol county, and 4. 71 per cent, 
in the towns of Newport county. 

APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 

There were 105 deaths reported from Apoplexy and Paralysis in 
Rhode Island, in 1870, or one less than in 1875. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last twelve years, the 
whole number of deaths in the State, the number and percentage from 
apoplexy and paralysis combined, the sex and parentage of the deced- 
ents fi'om these causes, and the number in each division of the State: 
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1888 

186B 

1871 

1973 
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3.40B 
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3,889 

..m 
3.m 

8,M8 
3.5M 

i.-m 

1,939 

4,an 

4,11B 


: 

„, 

134 
1S8 


8-81 
4.8S 
!.B7 

3.61 
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SO 
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73 

aa 

60 
79 


5 
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86 

z 

06 
1S3 


33 


B 
B 

9 

7 




n 

8 
13 


17 

17 
13 


53 
40 


B8 
89 

46 

fS 

59 

76 


10 
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Total.... 


43,458 


1.5™ 


■■•* 
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soil 1,2*8 330 


131 


IIB 


179 


3M 


834 


no 



The Table shows that tlie mortality from apoplexy and paralysis is 
not decreasing; the number of decedents, in 1876, being nearly tlie 
same as tlic liighest number in jiny year, and tlic percentage being 
larger than the average for the twelve years. In regard to parentage, 
there are nearly four times as many decedents of American as of for- 
eign parentage, from apoplexy and paralysis. 

In regard to season, the deaths from tlieso diseases, in 1876, wore 
as follows: 



th Qnartcr, 4» Total. 16S. 

89.70 Total, lOO.OO. 



In the year 187G there seems to liave been a marked difference in tlie 
mortality from apoplexy and paralysis in tlie different seasons of tlie 
year; the number of deaths and the percentage being very mucli gi-eater 
in tlie last than in the first quiirtev. Whether this is the established 
rule, more full statistics would show. 

The following Table shows tho ages of the decedents from apoplexy 
and paralysis, in each of the lust twelve years: 



TWBNTY-FOUBTH BEQISTRATIOH BEPOBT. 
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Though we find some decedenta from apoplexy or paralysis at nearly 
all periods of life, there are comparatively few under 30 years of age. 
The whole number of decedents from these causes, iu the twelve 
years, under 40 years of age, is not as great as the number in the next 
ten years from 40 to 50. The greatest number in any decade is be- 
tween 70 and 80 years, when the blood vessels of the brain are more 
or less weakened hy age. 

BBAIK, DISEASES OF. 

In the Table of deaths from sixteen principal causes (pages 90 and 
91), in previous reports, the number from meningitis has been given, 
including those reported as inflammation of the brain. But there is 
reported every year a considerable number from "Diseases of the 
Brain," and from "Congestion of the Brain." In the Table in thia 
report we have omitted meningitis and have inserted a new head: 
"Diseases of the Brain," including those reported "Disease of," 
"Congestion of," and "Inflammation of the Brain." 

Brain, Diseases of, in 1876, are reported as the cause of 146 deaths 
in the State. Of these there were 89 males, 57 females; 88 of Ameri- 
can, and 58 of foreign parentage. 

According to season, there were: 



iBl Qnarler, M ldQiurlcr,S8 M QuarWr, 68... 



...4thQn>i 



.Tolsl, 14 
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This shows a large excess in the second and third quarters of the 
year. At this season the deaths of many young children are reported 
as caused by congestion or inflammation of the brain. These are often, 
probably, the sequelae of diarrhoeal diseases, and are, perhaps, some- 
times, only the result of functional disturbance, without any disease 
of the brain itself. 

CANCER. 

There were 106 deaths reported in 187G, in the whole State, from 
cancer, or 11 more than in 1875. The local manifestiitions of the dis- 
ease were given as follows: Various, 64; of breast, 11; of stomach, 
18; of uterus, 13. 

Among the ^Sarious" locations were the following: Abdomen, jaw, 
omentum, throat, vulva, 1 each; bowels, cheek, internal, penis, 2 
each; face, 3; rectum, 4; liver, 7. 

Of the whole number, there were 27 males, 79 females; 72 of Amer- 
ican, and 34 of foreign parentage. There seems to be a much greater 
liability to cancer among females tlian males. Omitting the 13 deced- 
ents from cancer of the uterus, who were, of course, females, we find 
of the 64 with "various" locations, 18 were males, and 46 were 
females; of the 11 with cancer of tlie breast, one was a male, and 10 
were females; of 18 with cancer of the stomach, 8 were males, and 10 
were females. 

The preponderance of decedents from cancer of American paren- 
tage is equally decided. See Table VIII. 

The ages of the decedents from cancer is marked; only 26 under 50 
years of age, and 80 over that age. 

CHILD-BIRTH. 

Child-birth, and its related diseases, were reported as the cause of 
48 deaths in Rliode Island, in 1876. Of tliesc, 24 were put under the 
head of child-birth alone, which includes hemorrhage, plaeenta-prae- 
via, and other accidents. Puerperal convulsions were reported as the 
cause of 6 deaths, and puerperal fever of 18 more. 

Of tlie 24 decedents reported as caused by child-birth, 7 were of 
American, and 17 of foreign parentage; of the 6 from puerperal con- 
vulsions, there were five American and 1 foreign; of the 18 from puer- 
peral fever, 9 were American and 9 foreign. Of the whole number, 
48 decedents, 21 were of American and 27 of foreign parentage. 

In the first quarter of the year there were 14 decedents from child- 
birth; second quarter, 15 decedents; third quarter, 14; fourth quar- 
ter, 5. 

There were 19 decedents between 20 and 30 years of age; 21 be- 
tween 30 and 40 years; 4 under 20 years, and 4 over 40 years. 
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Of all the (U'titlis in the State, in 1870, from known causes, 1.23 per 
cent, were from child-birth anil its related diseases. 



CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

There were, in 1870, in Rhode Island, 250 deaths reported from 
cholera infantum, or 08 less than in 1875. Of the decedents in 1870, 
there were 131 males, 119 females; 105 of American, and 145 of for- 
eign parentage; 184 were under 1 year of age, and 52 between 1 and 2 
years. 

Of the whole number, 250 deaths, 124 occurred in the city of Prov- 
idence; 08 in the towns of Providence county; 22 in the city of New- 
port; 12 in Kent county; 12 in Washington county; 7 in the towns of 
Newport county; and 5 in Bristol county. 

These figures do not give a correct idea of the prevalence or absence 
of cholera infantum in the several divisions of the State. We find in 
Table X, on page 28, the percentages of deaths from this disease. 
From that Table it seems that of all the deaths in the State, in 1870, 
from known causes, 0.41 in each 100 were from cholera infantum. 
The percentages vary greatly in the different divisions of the State. 
Thus the highest percentages were 11.20 in each 100, in the city of 
Newport; next, 8.24 in the towns in Newport county; next, 0.70 in 
the city of Providence; 0.13 in the towns of Providence county; 5.74 
in Kent county; 3.93 in Washington county; and the lowest, 3.37 in 
each 100, in Bristol count v. 

Of the whole number of deaths from cholera infantum, in 1870, 
there were 110 in July, 95 in August, and 20 in September, making 
231 of the 250, in the third quarter of the year. 

There was a decrease of 08 deaths from this disease, in 1870, as 
compared with 1875. Of this decrease, 50 were in the decedents of 
American, and 18 in those of foreign parentage. 

The following Table show^s the number of deaths from cholera in- 
fantum, with the sex and parentage of the decedents, in each division 
of the State, in each of the last twelve years: 
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In Providence, in 187C, the mortality from eholent infantum was 
1.23 in each 1,000 of the population according to the census of 1875. 
Of the total deeodents in twelve years, from cholera infantum, 4(1,75 
in each 100 wore of American, and 53.25 in each 100 were of foreign 
' parentage. 

CONSUMPTION. 

Tliere.were 655 deaths reported in Rhode Island, in 1870, from con- 
snmption, or 5 more than in 1875, and 13G more than in 1874. The 
number in each of the last two years was considerably greater tlian 
ever hofore reported in any one year. The largest monthly nnmber, 
in 1876. was 74 in May, which was also tJie largest number ever before 
reported in one month. 

The following Table is ipiite interesting and importjint, and a 
considerable nnmber of tyi)ogra])hical errors liaving crept into it in 
previous reports, we Iiere give it in full, by years, fnini Mie iM?ginning. 
It shows the total number of deaths from all known causes, with tlic 
numtwr and percentage from consnm])tion, in the several divisions of 
the State, in each of the last seventeen years, and in the aggregate for 
the whole period, from 1860 to 1876 inclusive; 
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100 TWENTY-FOURTH REGISTRATION REPORT. [1876. 

Of the 655 decedents from consumption, in 1876, there were 275 
males, 380 females; 316 of American and 339 of foreign parentage. 
The percentages were 41.98 males and 58.02 females in each 100 de- 
cedents. According to parentage, there were 48.24 of American and 
51.76 of foreign parentage in each 100 decedents. 

According to season, the decedents from consumption were: 

l8t Quarter, 162 8d Quarter, 188 3d Quarter, 144 4th Quarter, 161 Total, 655. 

The victims of consumption are found at every period of life, 
though much the greatest proportion is found between 15 and 50 
yeai-s of age. Thus, in 1876, of the 655 decedents, 192 were between 
20 and 30 years of age, and 111 between 30 and 40, making 303 be- 
tween 20 and 40 years of age. There were also 76 between 15 and 20, 
and 77 between 40 and 50, making 476, or nearly 70 per cent, of all, 
between 15 and 50 years. 

It will be noticed that in the aggregate for the whole State, in the 
different years, the percentage of deaths from consumption varies 
from 12.96 in 1874, to ;?0.74 in 1867. The average, in the whole 
State, for the whole period of 17 years, is 17.15. The percentage for 
the whole period varies in the several divisions of the State, from 
13.65 in Bristol county, to 18.80 in Kent county. In Providence 
city the percentage has varied in the different years, from 13.33 in 
1872, to 22.65 in 1860. The highest percentage in any division of 
the State, in any year, was 26.17, in Kent county, in 1867; the lowest 
percentage was 9.24, in Bristol county, in 1873. 

A careful examination of this Table reveals a multitude of interest- 
ing facts. But in any examination of the Table, it should be remem- 
bered that many circumstances may modify and change the percentage 
of deaths from consumption, when there is actually no increase or 
decrease in the prevalence of, or mortality from the disease. 

Thus, first, imperfect registration in any town is liable to increase 
the percentage from consumption, because where care is not taken to 
record all the deaths, the deaths of children are apt to be omitted, 
thus giving a greater percentage to the mortality of adults, and to the 
diseases of adults. Besides, where the registration is imperfect, the 
causes of death are liable to be incorrectly reported, and frequently 
the cause of a death is put down consumption for want of a knowl- 
edge of the true cause. 

Again, the percentage of deaths from consumption is increased by 
the decrease of mortality from other diseases. The number of deaths 
from consumption is comparatively uniform in any community, es- 
pecially if compared with epidemic or endemic diseases. The result 
is that a healthy period, so called, as indicated by the absence of 
zymotic diseases in any community, will cause an increase in the per- 
centage of deaths from consumption, though there may be no increase 
in the numher of deaths. 
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The opposite of this is also true; that the unusual prevalence of, 
and mortality from zymotic diseases, will reduce the percentage of 
deaths from consumption, though there may be no decrease in the 
number of deaths. Thus in Newport county, in 1863, the i)ercentage 
from consumption was only 11.60, much less than in any preceding 
or following year, though the number of deaths was greater than in 
the preceding or following year. 

So in Providence, in 1873 and 1874, the percentage of deaths from 
consumption was reduced to 13.33 and 13.74, much less than in any 
other years, by an epidemic of scarlatina causing nearly as many 
deaths as were caused by consumption. 

The Table seems to show, and probably correctly, that, as a rule, 
there is a smaller proportional mortality from consumption in Bristol 
and Newport counties than in the other divisions of the State. 

The following Table shows the population, the number of deaths 
from consumption, and tlie proportion of deaths to the living popula- 
tion, in each of the last four census years in Rhode Island: 

Death»from Of the Living Popnlation. 

Years. Popnlation. Consumption. One in In each 1.000. 

1860 174,630 503 847 or, 2.88 

1865 184,965 547 888 or, 2.96 

1870 217,353 575 878 or, 2.64 

1875 258,289 650 897 or, 2.52 

In the state of Massachusetts, for the same dates, the " proportioas 
were as follows, as found in the State Registration Report for 1875: 

Deaths from Of the Living Popnlation. 

Tears. Popnlation. Consumption. One in In each 1,000. 

1860 1,231,066 4,557 270.1 8.70 

1865 1,267,031 4,661 271.8 8.68 

1870. 1,457,351 5,003 291.8 8.48 

1875 1,651,912 5,738 287.9 8.47 

It will be noticed that the proportion of mortality from consump- 
tion, to the living population, in Massachusetts, is constantly con- 
siderably greater than in Rhode Island; and that in both States the 
proportion seems to be sliglitly decreasing. 

CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 

These two diseases have usually been considered together in tliese 
reports. This is not done from any suspicion that the two diseases 
are identical; but rather for the purpose of showing, by the contrast 
of the statistics, that they are separate and distinct diseases. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths and the sex of the 
decedents in Rhode Island, from croup and from diphtheria, in each 
of the seven years, from 1858 to 1864 inclusive: 
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The first deaths reported, in Rhode Island, from diphtheria, within 
the present generation, were in 1858; but tlie State Reports on Regis- 
tration did not show the parentage of the decedents from the different 
causes until the year 1865. 

The following Table shows the number, the sex and the parentage 
of the decedents from croup and from diphtheria, in Rhode Island, in 
each of the last twelve years, from 1865 to 1876 inclusive: 
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From the two preceding Tables we learn that, during the nineteen 
years, from -1858 to 1870 inclusive, there were 1,307 decedents from 
croup, and 1,293 from diphtheria, in Rhode Island. 

Of the decedents from croup, 51.11 in each 100 were males, and 
48.89 in each 100 were females. Of the decedents from diphtheria, 
45.71 in each 100 were males, and 54.29 were females. These figures 
show a marked difference in the two diseases, in regard to the sex of 
the decedents. ** 

In regard to parentage, the figures only show for the last twelve 
years. Of the 790 decedents from croup in that period, 42.28 in each 
100 were of American, and 57.72 in each 100 were of foreign parent- 
age. Of the 664 decedents from diphtheria in the last twelve years, 
58.43 in each 100 were of American, and 41.57 in each 100 were of 
foreign parentage. These figures, again, show a marked difference 
between the decedents from croup and from diphtheria, in regard to 
parentage. Let us put them in tabular form. 

IN EACH 100 DECEDENTS. 

American Foreign. 

Males. Females. Total. Parentage. Parentage. Total. 

Oronp .01.11 ......... .4o.cJ<j lUU.UU. ......... .4«.<6o OT.Tw. ... ..... . lUU.UO. 

Diphtheria 45.71 5129 100.00 68.43 41.57 100.00. 

In contrast the differences between the two diseases are very de- 
cidedly marked. 

The difference between the two diseases is also specially marked in 
the season of the mortality from them. This is best shown by con- 
trasting the percentages of the mortality from the diseases, in the 
different months of the year. 

The following Table is prepared for this purpose, and as scarlatina 
is usually considered in connection with croup and diphtheria, I have 
added the percentages for that disease. 

The Table shows the number of deaths and the monthly i)ercentages 
of deaths from the three diseases, croup, diphtheria and scarhitina. 
The figures for croup and scarlatina include all the deaths reported 
from these diseases, in the State of Rhode Island, during the twenty- 
four years, from 1853 to 1876 inclusive. 

As the first deaths from diphtheria, in llhode Island, at least during 
the last fifty years, were reported in 1858, the figures in the Table re- 
lating to diphtheria include only the deaths during the nineteen years, 
from 1858 to 1870 inclusive. 
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MONTHS. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 
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SCARLATINA. 



Number 
Deaths. 



869 
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350 
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310 
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4.43 
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This Table furnishes material for much study and abundant com- 
ments. We can only give it a slight examination. The first glance 
shows very great differences in the three diseases. The greatest 
monthly mortality from croup is 14.58 per cent, in December, the 
greatest from diphtheria is 14.25 per cent, in November, and the 
greatest from scarlatina is 11.81 per cent, in January. 

The lowest mortality from the three diseases is in the hot weather, 
croup 3.15 per cent, in August; diphtheria 5.11 per cent, in June; and 
scarlatina 4.43 per cent, in September. 

The three diseasiBS increase after the summer is over with consider- 
able regularity until winter, and then decrease until summer; but 
there is much difference in the manner of their increase and decrease. 
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Thus croup incretises every month, without exception, from August 
to December, and then decreases every month, without exception, 
from December to August. 

Diphtheria increases veiy rapidly from August to November, and 
then decreases rather slowly until June. 

Scarlatina increases more slowly from August to January, and then 
decreases quite slowly until August. 

The differences will be seen more distinctly by contrasting the per- 
centages of mortality in different divisions of the year, as follows: 



First Second Third Fourth 
Percentages. Qnarter. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. 

Croup 32.11 17.02 13.17 37.70 

Diphtheria. . . .23.08 18.67 19.37. . . 7. . .38.88 

Scarlatina 33.82 27.23 14.88 24.07 



First 4 Second 4 Third 4 
Montlis. Months. Months. 

38.98 16.70 44.32 

.30.83 22.00 47.17 

42.47 29.03 28.50 



First 6 Second 6 
Months. Months. 

49.13 50.87 

41.75 58.25 

61.05 3a95 



Notice that the mortality from croup is almost exactly equally 
divided between the first half and second half of the year; while 
diphtheria has a large excess in the last six months, and scarlatina a 
still greater excess in the first six months. 

There are many other points of interest, in connection with these 
diseases, which cannot be noticed at this time. Two of them, scarla- 
tina .and diphtheria, are terrible scourges, because, unlike croup, they 
become epidemic at times, and seem to defy all sanitary precautions, 
or medical treatment. In one year, 1874, the number of deaths from 
scarlatina, in the city of Providence, was only two less than the num- 
ber from consumption; and in the same city, during the present year, 
1877, the number of deaths from diphtheria has been greater than the 
number from consumption. 

In this connection, we give the following Table relating to scarla- 
tina, continued from previous reports. It shows, for each of the last 
twenty-two years, from 1855 to 1876 inclusive, the whole number of 
deaths in the State, the number, and percentage and sex of the dece- 
dents from scarlatina, and the number from scarlatina in each division 
of the State. It also shows, from 1865 to 1876 inclusive, the paren- 
tage of the decedents from scarlatina: 
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DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

The number of deaths reported in Eliode Island, in 1876, from dis- 
eases of the heart was 166, or 20 less than in 1875, and 48 less than 
in 1874. The number was less than in any year since 1871. 

The following Table shows, for eaeh of the last twelve years, the 
whole number of deaths in the State, the number and percentage from 
diseases of the heart, the sex and parentage of the decedents from dis- 
eases of the heart, and the number in each division of the State: 
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following Tabic sliows the ages of the decedentjt from iliM^aees 
liciirt in eivch of the Hame ye«rs; 



Total, Twelvo Tonra SOI 115 IH 198 960 9 
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• 

There was a notable increase in the mortality from diseases of tlie 
heart during the war of the rebellion, and this increase continued 
after the war, reaching its maximum in 1874. Since that date the 
number and percentage have largely decreased. In 1876, tlie number 
of decedents from diseases of the heart was less than in any year since 
1871, and the percentage was less tlian in any year since 1870. 

In regard to the sex of the decedents from diseases of the heart, the 
Table shows an excess of males. In the twelve years included in the 
Table, of the 1,776 decedents from those diseases, there were 930 
males and 846 females, or 109.9 males to each 100 females; or 52.37 
males and 47. 63 females in each 100 decedents. 

In regard to parentage of the 1,776 decedents, there were 1,175 of 
American and 601 of foreign parentage, or 195.5 of American to Cfich 
100 of foreign parentage; or 66.16 of American and 33.84 of foreign 
parentage in each 100 decedents. 

PNEUMONIA AND CONGESTION OF THE LUNGS. 

There were 339 deaths reported in Khode Island, in 1876, from 
Pneumonia and Congestion of the Lungs. This number was 61 less 
than in 1875; but was larger than in any other year previous. The 
greatest number in any previous year was 250, in 1874, while in 1875 
the number was 400, and in 1876 it was 339. The percentage from 
pneumonia of the total mortality, was 9.3 in 1875, and 8.2 in 1876. 
The largest percentage in any previous year, was Q,Q in 1868. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last twelve years, the 
whole number of deaths reported in Rhode Island, the number and 
the percentage, with the sex and the parentage of the decedents from 
pneumonia and congestion of the lungs, and the number in each year, 
in each division of the State: 
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Judging from this Table no perceptible difference can be seen in 
tlie liability of the sexes to death from pneumonia and congestion of 
the lungs. In the aggregate of 3,773 decedents, in twelve yeai-s, there 
was only 17 difference in the number of males and females. 

In the parentage the difference is much greater. In the aggregate 
for twelve years, of the 2,773 decedents, there were 1,611 of American 
and 1,162 of foreign parentage. This shows 138.6 decedents of Am- 
erican parentage, from pneumonia and congestion of the lungs, to 
each 100 decedents of foreign parentage; or 58.10 of American and 
41.90 of foreign parentage in each 100 decedents. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last twelve years, the 
numlKJr of decedents in Rhode Island, from pneumonia and conges- 
tion of tlic lungs, in each division of ages: 
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This Table shows that more than ono-third {34.9 per cent.) of all 
the decedents from pneumonia and congestion of the lungs, in twelve 
years, were nnder 5 years of age, and 38. 7 per cent, were over 50 years, 
so that 73.0 per cent., or nearly three-fourths of all, were under 5 or 
over 50. The greatest number in any decennial period was 3G7, be- 
tween 60 and 70 years. 

TYPHOID FEVER. 

In Rhode Island, in 1876, there were 126 deaths rejKirted from 
JVtws, including 119 reported "Typhoid," one reported "Typhus," 
3 reported "Fever," and 3 reported "Bilious Fever,"* The number 
was 37 less than in 1875, and 15 leas than the average annual number 
in the last twelve years. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last twelve years, the 
whole number of deaths in the State, the number and the percentage, 
and the sex and the parentage of the decedents from fevers, and the 
number in each division of the State: 



• See Table X, page 18. It ahoold be lenurfced Uwt "tjpbns feior," proper!; hi called, la 
tUniOBt entirety unknown to the State at Uie present time. Thorn reported aa " fever," elniplj, 
oru "blUona feyer," are so few In number that they may be safely Inclndedwllh "typhoid 
fBTer," If, Indeed, the)' are not really that disease. 
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It. will be seen tliiit tliurc iirc very grciit variationB in the number 
iiu<l the iHircentago (if doittha from fevers, in the different years. 'J'he 
fxtreines in the umiiial nnmbei-s are 84 in 1808, and 229 in 1865. 
The anmiti] avorugo in the twelve years, from 1805 to 1876 iiiclnsive, 
is 141. The extremes in tlie porcontjigcH from fevers are 2.8 in 1874, 
and G.4 in 18G5. In 1876, the percciitage was 3.0, or within two- 
tenths of one per cent, of the lowest percentage in any of the twelve 
years. The average for the whole period was 3.9 per cent. 

Of tlie .1,703 decedents in twelve years, from fevers, there were IOC 
femsdes to each 100 males; or 48,53 males, and 51.47 females in each 
100 decedents. 

In regard to parantage of the decedents in twelve years, Uiere were 
1,021 of American and 081 of foreign parentage. This is equal to 
149.9 decedents of American to each 100 of foreign parentage; or 
59.99 of Amorieiui and 40.01 of foreign i>arentage in each 100 dece- 
dents. 

The following Table shows the number of decedents from fevers, 
in eacli diviaion of ages, in each of the last twelve years, in the State 
of Rhode Island: 
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More than oiie-half the victims of typhoid fever, in twelve years, 
were in the prime of life, between 15 and 40 years of age. Typhoid 
fever ia a \ery important disease in this State, as well as every where 
in New England. It deserves a mncli more careful study than we 
can give it at this time. It is greatly to be desired that Rhode Island 
may siwedily follow the example of other Shites in establishing a State 
Board of Health. When this is done, one of the first and most im- 
portant duties of snch a Board will be the investigation of the uiuscs 
and the prevention of typhoid fever. 



COMPARATIVE RESULTS. 

In conclusion we give a few comparisons in relation to the mortality, 
in different years, of the diseases we have been considering in the last 
few pages. 

The following Table shows the percentages of the diseases named, 
oj the total mortality in the State, from known causes, in each of the 
last ten years, and also in the aggregate . for twelve years, from 1865 
to 1876 inclusive: 
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Tlic ])roj>ortioiiafcc mortality, in 1876, from eon sumption, pneumo- 
niji, iiud apoi>le.Yy, was greater than in the aggregate for tlie laat 
twelve years, wliile that of typhoid fever and diseases of the heart, in 
18fC, was less than in the twelve years aggregate. 

It may be interesting to see the relative mortality in different por- 
tions of the State, from several important diseases. We thei-efore add 
tlie following Table, which shows, for the year 1876, the number of 
duutlis from all causes and fi-om several important causes, in each 
1,000 of the living popnlation, by the census of 1875, in the whole 
State and in each division of tlie State; and also the number of deaths 
from the same causes, in 1875, in the whole State, in each 1,000 of tlie 
jiopiilation; 
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This Table shows that in the whole State, in 187G, the death rate 
Wiis less than in 1875; also that, in 1876, tlie death rate in Pi-ovidence 
city and in Washington county was greater than in the aggregate for 
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the state. The rate from consumption, in 1876, in Washington 
county, was very much greater, and in Providence city somewliat 
greater than in the aggregate for the State. The rate from pneumonia 
was also greater than in the aggregate, in Washington county and in 
Providence city. The rate from cholera infantum was greater than in 
the aggregate, in Providence city and in Newport city. Tlie rate 
from scarlatina was greater than in the figgregate, in Wasliington 
county and in Providence and Newport cities. The rate from diseases 
of the heart was greater than in the aggregate for the State, in Provi- 
dence city and in Bristol county. The rate from typhoid fever was 
greater than in the aggregate, .in Washington county, Providence 
county towns, Newjiort city, and in Newjiort county towns. From 
apoplexy and paralysis, tlie rate in the aggregate for tlie State was 
exceeded in Bristol county alone, though equaled in Newjiort city. 
The rate from croup, and also from diphtheria, exceeded tlie aggre- 
gate in the State only in Providence city. 

The smallest death rate, in 1876, from consumi)tion, was in the 
towns of Newport county; the smallest from pneumonia and con- 
gestion of the lungs was in Newport city; the smallest from cholera 
infantum in Bristol county; from scarlatina, the smallest m Kent 
county; from diseases of the heart, smallest in the towns of Newi)ort 
county; from typhoid fever, smallest in Providence city; from apo- 
plexy, smallest in the towns of Newi)ort county; from croup, the 
smallest was nothing in Newport city and county; from dii)htlieria, 
smallest in Bristol and Kent counties. 

As these comparisons are the proportions to living pojiulation they 
are important, and free from the objections that may be brought 
against many other forms of comparison. 

In the Report for the year 1875, extended com})arisons were made 
of the births, marriages and deaths in Rhode Island, during that year, 
with the diiferent chisses of the population as ascertained by the State 
census of the same year. Such comparisons are exceedingly valuable 
where all the statistics refer to the same year; but in our constantly 
changing population, a single year makes so many changes that the 
comparisons lose their value, except, perhaps, for the aggregates of 
the population. These comparisons have already been made, and for 
more full and minute comparisons, the reader is referred to the Report 
for the year 1875, where they will be found in full, and of great in- 
terest and value. 

E. M. S. 

Providence, 1877. 



A P P E N D I X . 



SYNOPSIS OF THE 



LAW OF MARRIAGE IN RHODE ISLAND. 



TITLE XX, CHAPTER 149, GENERAL STATUTES. 



Sections 1, 2 and 3 show what kindred persons cannot marry, and declare 
marriages, within prohibited degrees, null and void. 

Section 4 makes an exception in favor of Jews. Section 5 declares the mar- 
riage of persons already married, or of idiots or of lunatics, absolutely void. 

Sec. 6. "All marriages between a white person and a negro, Indian, or 
mulatto, shall be absolutely null and void; and the person joining them in mar.- 
riage, shall be subject to a penalty of two hundred dollars." 

Sec. 7. "Any ordained minister or elder of any religious denomination, who 
shall be domiciled in this State, and either Justice of the Supreme Court, may 
join persons in marriage in any town of the State." It will be seen that clergy- 
men from other States cannot solemnize niarrmges in Rhode Island. Marriages 
solenmized in Rhode Island, by clergymen living out of the State, are null and 
void. 

Si'X'. 8. " Wardens in the town of New Shoreham may join persons in mar- 
riage in said town." 

Sections and 11 de(!lare, that no minister, elder, or magistrate shall join 
persons in marriage imless he has previoudy received a certificate, signed by the 
parties thcmsdves, giving the information required by law, — under a penalty of 
imprisonment not exceeding six months, or a fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars. 

Section 10 forbids marriages when objection is made. 

Sections 12 and 13 state the penalty for marrying persons who are already 
married ; and the penalty for being married contrary to the provisions of the Act. 

Sf:c. 14. "The solemnization of marriage shall be in the presence of two 
witnesses at least, besides the minister, elder or magistrate officiating." 

Sections 15 and 16 relate to marriages among Quakers or Friends, and among 
Jews. 



The attention of clergymen is specially called to this synopsis of the 
Marriage Law. Some of the provisions are not unfrequently violated. The 
Registration Law of Rhode Island requires clergymen to make returns of all 
marriages to the Town Clerk or Registrar of the town, on or before the second 
Monday of the month succeeding the date of the marriage. 
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